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The Demons Also Believe
(Poor Devilsl)

The Church today is rife with con-
flicting viewsabout the nature of “faith.”
Ask any two people what it means for a
Christian to “have faith,” and you will
get two entirely different answers. Occa
sionally one even hears reference to the
leap of faith. More often than not, how-
ever, the responseis simply an assertion
that faith does not depend on feelings.

The discussion of “faith” is some-
times couched in philosophical terms.

That iswherethe phraseleap of faith origi-
nated—with philosophers. The publica
tion of Darwin’ sOrigin of Speciesin 1859
and the resultant furor over the theory of
evolution raised &l sorts of questions
about the veracity of the Scriptures' Cre-
ation Account. That controversy by itself
forced theologiansto wrestlewiththerela-
tionship between reason and “faith.”

The problem, as viewed by libera
theologians, was smple. Reason dictates

The Mystery of Scripture

Gnostic Beliefs
and Early Church Teaching

Thisisthethirdinaseriesof articleson“TheMystery of Scripture.” Thefirst
two articles presented evidence that many in the time of Christ, including Christ
Himself, believed amystery lay concealed in the Hebrew Scriptures. (See* Jesus
Talks About the Mystery,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1991, and “ Apocalyptic
Beliefsand the End of ThisAge,” The Voiceof Elijah, April 1991.) Thisarticle
continuesthat investigation by exploringtheliteratureof the Christian Gnostics.

In thefirst two articles, the evidence was clear: Christianity originated with
the Jewish people at atime when many of them believed the Hebrew Scriptures
contained a secret message. Morethan that, however, they al so believed God had
deliberately hidden that message, concealing it in theimages of those Scriptures.
These same sources, however, contended that only afew would understand that
message at the End of the Age. Those who did would be saved. That belief, we
maintain, came from their accurate understanding of the Prophet Daniel:

“ Now at that time Michael, the great princewho stands{guard} over the sons

of your people, will arise. Andtherewill beatimeof distresssuch asnever oc-

curred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people,
See Gnostic Beliefs on Page 11

that Truth must agreewith fact; that is, one
cannot derive Truth from error. If there
were errors in the Bible (which they said
there were), then “faith’—beief—in the
biblical account could not be based on rea-
son. Based strictly ontheliberals assump-
tion of error in the Scriptures, their
concerns were justified. Their conclusion
was aso logical: Reason could not be the
basisfor belief in the God of the Bible.
The errors that most concerned
these “scholars’” were the miracles re-
ported in the Scriptures. Their argument
in this regard was straightforward as
well. Reason does not alow for the oc-
currence of miracles; so the miraclesre-
corded in the Scriptures had to be in
error. But did you catch just aglimpse of
their circular reasoninginthat position?
After half acentury of scholarly de-
bate over issueslike these, liberal schol-
arsdecided reason and faith could not be
reconciled. Consequently, philosophers
joinedin, trying to establish aphilosoph-
ical basis for belief. They explained
philosophically why one had to suspend
reason and leap into faith, believing
things that were completely irrational .
Once philosophers joined in, faith
became whatever one deemed it should
be. Under those conditions, the content
of one’ sbeliefsbecameirrelevant. What
one believed about God or Jesus Christ
was relatively unimportant. The impor-
tant thingwasthat onebelievedin God.

See Demons Also Believe on Page 4
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@ﬁa@ I’'m pleased to be publishing this, our first
anniversary issue. It has been exciting to see our
E family of readers grow from just a handful to
fo fhe S hundreds in the past year.

@E{B@E One reader told me recently he was excited
about what he hasbeenlearning from TheVoice
of Elijah. Hisprevious opinion of the Old Testament asa“ dry book” hasbeen radi-
cally changed. He said, “Now | want to read the Old Testament more closely to see
thethingsthat arethere about Jesus Christ.” Responseslikethisconvincemeweare
doing an important work. It is our purpose, by publishing this newsletter, to cause
Believers to seek a complete understanding of God's Word and, through that, a
closer walk infaith with the OneWho died for us. Webelievethat only awalk thatis

based on complete understanding will suffice for usto “endure to the End.”

We have chosen to emphasize in thisissue the most crucial aspect of our spiri-
tual walk with God: faith, or to useamore accurateterm, belief. Nothing holdsmore
eterna significancethan what we believe. Doesn’t it make sensethen that we should
do everything possibleto make surewhat webelieveistrue?Y et many arewilling to
accept traditional beliefs, including thoserelated to the Return of Jesus Christ, with-
out questioning because so many others do the same.

Imaginetheskydiver preparing for ajump. He checks, rechecks, and checksthe
parachute again. His understanding of physics has convinced him that air friction
against thelarge surface of hisopen chutewill provide him asaferideto the ground.
But, even with that firm belief, he still checks, rechecks, and checks his parachute
again. Why? Not because he doubts his understanding of physics, but because he
wants to make sure that the appropriate law of physics has opportunity to operate.
You see, physics also tells him that a free-falling object accelerates at the rate of
thirty-two feet per second per second.

The skydiver'sconcernissensible. Hislife depends on the correct operation of
his parachute. Every skydiver knows a properly prepared parachute will open with
just apull ontherip cord. However, he also knows an improperly prepared one may
not operateat all, allowing said skydiver to experiencethe unpl easant accel eration of
afree-falling object. In the sameway, our eternal life depends on the content of our
faith. Soweshouldn’t beafraid to question what webelieve. If what webelieveisthe
Truth, our faith will just grow stronger with each answered question.

Two articlesin thisissue present what | view as compelling evidence for the
need to examinethe content of one’ sfaith. | trust they will challengeyouto increase
your understanding of God’ sWord and with that, your own belief. Y ou arethe one,
after al, who is responsible before God for what you believe.

A Letter of Some Significance

| would like to thank all of you who have written to “Letters to the Editor.”
While we are not able to respond to each letter in this column, your questions and
comments do influence the content of this publication. Please continue to let us
know what you consider important. | truly valueyour input aswe reach out to others
with our understanding of the message of the (Old Testament) Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Since the last issue we received the following letter, which | am sure many of
you will find of interest:

| amveryinterestedin the present situation within Israel of Orthodox Jewsvs. Mes-
sianic (Christian) Jews. | amalsointerestedin additional input that you or your peo-
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ple in Israel can supply concerning the following recent
reports:

(1) A Messianic Jew now witnessing in Israel (“2vi") re-
portstheinitial plight of theimmigrants as soon asthey en-
ter Israel: “ As soon as they arrive they are contacted by
ultra-orthodox elements, whose job it is to bring theminto
the fold of Judaism. They have free access to the emigres,
but the emigres are told not to have any contact with those
who believe in Christ. Even though the immigrants have
been instructed to stay away from believers, they are very
independent and want to make their own decisionsin their
new land, and they are open to discussion.” (Israel My
Glory, Apr/May 1991, p. 30)

(2) Article: “ Immigrant families may haveto contain at least
one Jew" :

“ Likud MK Michael Kleiner said last week he plansto pres-
ent a bill that would narrow the Law of Returnto restrict the
number of non-Jewish Soviet immigrants entering the coun-
try.” (Par. 1)

“Under Kleiner’ splan, afamily could onlyimmigrateifitin-
cludesone per son born of a Jewish mother, or who converted
to Judaism.” (Par. 2) (Emphasis mine)

“Kleiner, head of the Knesset’ s Immigration and Absorption
Committee, said ... that such achangeisnecessaryto prevent
theimmigration of * peoplewho have absol utely notieto Jews
or Judaisnt' ..." (Par. 3)

“Kleiner said he feels the need to introduce the law now ...
becauseof reportsthat churchesare* exploding’ with Soviet
immigrants.” (Par. 4) (Emphasis mine)

“Under the[ present] Law of Return, anyonewith one Jewish
grandparent has the right to immigrate to Israel along with
his spouse and children, regardless of whether or not the
Jewish grandparent immigrates aswell.” (Par. 5)
(Jerusalem Post Int. Ed., 7/20/91, p.3)

My guestionsthen are (1) Isthere now a growing Messianic
(Christian) Jewish movement existing in the land of Israel
now (Because of recent aliya)? (2) Isthere also now a grow-
ing counter-movement that is striving to eliminate the in-
roads of a “ Great Awakening”? This counter-movement
seems centered among Orthodox powers.

According to Moment (Aug. 1991, p.47-48), “ ... Orthodox
authoritiesin I srael haverecruited ahuge spiritual army that
isreaching out to the new Soviet olimin an effort tointroduce
themtoauthentic Judaism.” These Orthodox authoritiescon-
trol the Ministry of Absorption (Yitzchak Peretz), the Minis-
try of Interior (Aryeh Deri), and the Ministry of Education
(Zevulum Hammer): three cabinet portfolios that deal di-
rectly with immigrants.

If you can verify the exi stence of these two movements, please
respond. | know that you areinterested in this situation al so.
Thank you very much.

Michael L., Fort Scott, KS

I commend this reader’s thorough monitoring of the
events unfolding in Israel today. Given the fervor of Ortho-
dox Jewsto preservethepurity of their faith and thevigilance
of Zionists to assure the exclusive population of their land,
I’m not surprised that they are taking great painsto regulate
theflow of immigrantsinto Israel. | canasoidentify with any
Jew who has insight into the identity of Jesus Christ as the
Messiah. Naturally, they would be eager to tell others about
the Truth.

TheVoiceof Elijah hasno personal contactsin Isragl to ver-
ify your report. | do not doubt the veracity of the sourcesyou
cite, however. Many Christians are closely monitoring cur-
rent eventsin Israel, motivated by the belief that the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ isconnected with thebirth of Israel as
anationin 1948,

Some believe the “fig tree” mentioned in Matthew
24:32-33 refers exclusively to this event. Therefore, they
seek to interpret Jesus words,

“ Thisgeneration shall not passaway until all thesethings
take place.”
(Matthew 24: 34b)

| recall onegroup convinced Jesuswould returnin 1988,
based on arigid interpretation of ageneration asforty years.
They were obviously mistaken, but their error does not di-
minish the importance of watching the restoration of histori-
cal Israel.

However, an understanding of the parabolic images of
the Old Testament Prophets sheds new light on the subject of
therestoration of Israel. (See Not All Israel Islsrael, and fu-
ture volumes in The Resurrection Theology Series.) For the
Believer who wants a faith that will endure the catastrophic
events of these End Times, an understanding of the Truthis
critical. Thehallmark of the Second Coming of JesusChristis
widespread unbelief aswell asbelief in alie. (See“The De-
mons Also Believe (Poor Devilsl)” inthisissue.) The Voice
of Elijah will continue to present evidence concerning the
Truth to convince al who will listen. Meanwhile, keep the
faith (whatever that meanstoyou) becauseyouwill bejudged
in accordance with what you believe. Bl

/’ZMW%
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Demons Also Believe
From page 1

Thedifficulty with which thesemen
wrestled boilsdown to “proof” of the ex-
istenceof God. Doesthe God of miracles
exist, or does He not? Obvioudly, if that
God exists, reason tells us the miracles
reported in the Scriptures could have
been the logical work of the metaphysi-
cal Being described there.

“Evidenceis objective
because it exists.
Proof, however, is
completely subjective.
Proof existsonly
in the mind of the
individual.”

The skepticism these theologians
voiced, however, was againgt the view
that reason could “ prove’ the existence of
the God of the Bible. They rejected the
postulate of God' sexistence asabasison
which to construct rational arguments.

In response, the conservatives of-
fered rational arguments—based on
what they viewed as convincing evi-
dence—to prove the existence of God.
To counter liberal arguments, most con-
servative seminaries now offer courses
in apologetics. The English term apolo-
getic comesfrom the Greek word apol o-
gia, which means “defense.” Through
apol ogeticsthe conservatives seek to de-
fend the rational basisfor faith.

Popular speakers in conservative
circles speak in terms of “defense of the
faith.” Under thisrubric, they offer vari-
ous arguments for the existence of God,
tryingto providealogical basisfor faith.

Cosmol ogical and ontological argu-
ments are just some of the specific
grounds given as “proof” of the exis-
tence of God. The ontological argument
draws on an analysis of the nature of be-
ing for “proof.” The cosmological argu-
ment doesmuch the samething, except it
uses specific characteristics of the uni-

verseto “prove’ that God exists.

Conservativesand liberalsdo not ac-
tually argue with one another. Neither
sidewould be convinced by any of thear-
guments or evidence offered by the other
sideanyway. Consequently, each sidetai-
lorsits message for its own audience.

The liberal view remains dominant
inmost publicinstitutionsof higher edu-
cation and in many theological seminar-
ies. There, professors still teach theories
about the Scriptures developed by pro-
ponents of the theory of evolution in the
latter half of last century.

For example, liberalsdo not believe
Moseswrote the Pentateuch. They claim
that an unknown editor put it together
hundreds of yearslater by extracting and
merging stories from four (or five) dif-
ferent sources. Studentsin liberal semi-
nariesstill master thistheory asthebasis
for further theological discussion. It
doesn't seem to bother them that their
own scholars have methodically dis-
carded much of the evidence and
disproven many of the arguments that
were originally used to “prove” the the-
ory. The theory has long since become
fact, superseding the need for “proof.”

How Does One Bedlieve?

Two difficulties face the partici-
pants in this controversy. The first of
these is the fact that proof is not objec-
tive. Evidenceis objective becauseit ex-
ists. Proof, however, is completely sub-
jective. Proof exists only in the mind of
theindividual. Theadage, “Oneperson’s
junk is another person’streasure,” illus-
trates the point. That is exactly how itis
with proof. One person’s “proof” is an-
other person’s foolishness.

“For example,
liberals do not believe
M oses wrote the

Pentateuch.”

Absolute proof is also largely the
consensus of the magjority. Therefore, it
iselusive. It is difficult to achieve even
with the best of tools, asany lawyer can

“Non-existence, on
the other hand, cannot
be apprehended by the

senses. Something

that does not exist in
one place may well
exist in another.
Therefore, you cannot
show that something
does not exist smply
by proving absence.”

tell you. Inacourt of law, lawyers pres-
ent evidence followed by arguments
based on that evidence. Arguments that
convince a panel of jurors “prove’ guilt
or innocence. But good lawyers know
they don’'t win cases solely by proving
their casewith objectiveevidenceand ra-
tional arguments. They win by convinc-
ing subjective jurors.

Jurors selected to hear legal argu-
ments are presumed to be unbiased. But
that islargely afiction. Two juries hear-
ing the same evidence may or may not
reach the sameverdict. That iswhy law-
yersdon’'t seek just to “prove” their case
with evidence. They do whatever isnec-
essary to convince thejurors.

The best lawyers know that people
who are unswayed by convincing argu-
mentswill often be influenced emotion-
ally. That is where the subjective nature
of “proof” entersthepicture. Itisalsothe
reason you hear successful lawyers ac-
cused of playing to the jury instead of
stickingtotheobjectivefactsof thecase.

A valid definition of proof is“con-
vincing arguments based on evidence.”
Sowhen | usethetermsproveand proof,
| am referring to such convincing argu-
ments. But | realize that what is proof to
one person will not be proof at al to
someone else.

Y ou can see then, that conservative
religious leaders have been presenting
arguments that conservative individuals
will accept as* proof.” Those arguments
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will not convince everyone, however,
since proof is a personal matter. If you
are convinced something istrue, you be-
lieve it. If you aren't convinced, you
don't believeit. That istheway it should
be. Everyone is responsible for what
they chooseto believe. That iswhy God
is going to judge everyone individu-
ally—according to their own beliefs.
The second difficulty with “proof”
issimilartothefirst, inthatitinvolvesan
evasion of certainty. That is, one cannot
prove non-existence. Existence is usu-

ally easy to prove. Simply let somebody
see, hear, taste, touch, or smell some-
thing, and arational person will be con-
vinced it exists. It may not even have a
name but, asthey say, “1’ll know it when
| seeit.” So proof of existence begins
with arguments based on evidence.
Non-existence, on the other hand,
cannot be apprehended by the senses.
Something that does not exist in one
place may well exist in another. There-
fore, you cannot show that something
does not exist smply by proving ab-

Parables and Prophecy

(Acts 15:7)

(Acts 13:32)

The Apostolic Gospel

Apostle Paul:

you shall be saved ...
(Romans 10:8b-9)

Do You Believe the Gospel
of Jesus Christ?

Most Christian Believers would agree that what they believe is the Gospel.
That is a generally understood biblical Truth. It comes directly from the state-
ments made by the Apostles of the Early Church:

And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and saidtothem, “ Breth-
ren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.”

The Greek term translated gospel in this passage and throughout the English
New Testament iseuangelion. It smply means “good news.” The Greek verb of
the same root is euangelizomai. This word means “to proclaim/preach good
news’ asit has been translated in the following statement by the Apostle Paul:

“ And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers.”

Clearly, what one must believeto be saved isthe Gospel. But that doesn’t re-
veal much because Believerstoday havevariousopinionsregarding the content of
the Gospel. So one must do a bit more digging to discover the Truth.

The Apostles who taught the Early Church had no such doubts concerning
the Gospel. They understood it to have aspecific content. Paul alludesto that con-
tent in the quotation above. The Gospel is*the good news of the promise madeto
thefathers.” By contrast, the Churchtoday understandsthe Gospel messageasnot
much more than a simple statement of Truth similar to that summarized by the

theword of faith which we are preaching, that if you confesswith your mouth
Jesus{as} Lord, and believein your heart that God raised Him fromthedead,

See Do You Believe? on Page 20

sence. Absence of presence is not the
same as non-existence.

For example, we al know that car-
rots exist. We know that, however, only
because we have seen, touched, and/or
tasted them. But we cannot prove that
twenty-five-foot-long carrots do not ex-
ist because we have no hard evidenceto
present. Thebest wecandoisoffer ratio-
nal argumentswhy they should not exist.

At best, proof of non-existence be-
gins with convincing arguments based
on probabilities and circumstantial evi-
dence. It does not begin with arguments
based on concrete evidence.

Y ou can seefrom thisthat the liber-
als faced a Herculean task. They could
not producetherequired “convincing ar-
guments based on evidence” that would
provethe God of the Bibledoesnot exist.
Subconsciously, they must have known
that. Consequently, they chose to as-
sume He didn't exist because they were
not willing to believe the miracles re-
corded in Scripture.

Thesetheol ogiansa so madeafurther
error. They confused thetermsnormal and
rational, making them synonyms. For
them, the normal expectation of natural
phenomena became the only rational ex-
pectation. Therefore, supernatural phe-
nomena (miracles) could never, from their
perspective, be arational expectation.

Instead of making a clean break with
the higtoric Christian tradition, however,
liberal theologians smply changed the
meaning of faith. For them, faith becamea
completely irrationa step. To become a
Christian, one smply had to believe with
no rational basis for doing so.

Do You Believe?

By the end of last century, theliber-
als' devaluation of the meaning of faith
wastotal. If faithwereirrational to begin
with, it didn’t matter what you believed.
The only important thing was that you
believed.

The logical result of their illogical
position should have been obvious even
to them. It has certainly “proven” itself
within their own constituency. If it does
not matter what you believe, you might
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“Thebiblical view of faith is straightforward. If you haven’t been convinced
by the evidence you have seen, heard, or otherwise apprehended,

just aswell beaMuslim, aBuddhist, or a
Jew. That is why mainline denomina-
tions have seen declining memberships
for decades; they stand for nothing that
sets them apart from any other religion.

Conservatives, however, immedi-
ately recognized the fallacy in the liber-
als position. They understood that what
you believe is every bit as important as
that you believe. Therefore, some con-
servatives responded with a forthright
definition of what they thought were the
essentials of the Christian faith.

Between 1910 and 1915 a group
within the conservative wing of Chris-
tian Protestantism published The Funda-
mentals: A Testimony of the Truth. In
these volumes they set forth the core
content of saving faith. These conserva-
tive Believersclaimed that if onedid not
believe these essentials, he could not
possibly be saved.

“Conservative
attempts notwithstand-
ing, theliberal
definition of ‘faith’
has permeated the

conservative Church.”

The conservative response to the
liberal position was the only real option
available to them. Any other response
would have meant total loss of every-
thing gained during the Protestant Ref-
ormation. Had they not challenged the
liberals, salvation by faith as the basic
Truth of the Gospel would have been di-
luted to the point of being nothing more
than empty words.

Therein lies the difficulty we face
when we talk about “faith” today. Con-
servative attempts notwithstanding, the
liberal definition of “faith” has perme-
ated the conservative Church. The con-
servative layperson’s attitude toward
“faith” is currently not much different

you don’t really believe.”

from that of liberal scholars. They no
longer consider what you believeto bea
matter of any great significance. Theim-
portant thing isthat you believein God.
But the average layperson does not
understand the high stakes involved in
thismatter of “faith.” Most would not be
too concerned even if they did. Unfortu-
nately for them, however, Godistheulti-
materational being. Heconsiders*faith”
—what one believes—to be of the ut-
most importance. So important, in fact,
that He made it the basis of salvation.

Why Do You Believe?

The conservatives who sought to
circumscribe the boundaries of faith by
defining its essential content were abso-
lutely correct in their conclusions. If it
matterswhat one believes, the next logi-
cal step should be the delineation of the
content of saving faith. Therefore, | want
to carry the logic of this position to its
ultimate conclusion.

If one wants to understand the na-
tureof Christianfaith as Godintendedit,
thefirst placetolook isintheNew Testa-
ment. The English word faith comes
from the Latin fides, which means
“trust.” But the Greek word translated
faith in the English New Testament is
pistis. It not only means “trust,” it also
means “ confidence” and “belief.”

Pigtisisanoun. Itsmeaningisderived
from the action of the verbal root to which
it is related. That Greek verb is peitho.
Peitho means “to persuade’ or “to offer
evidence.” Y ou can seefrom thishow the
meaningsof thetwowordsarelinked. One
who has been persuaded by the evidence
has confidence, trust, and belief.

Thebiblical view of faithisstraight-
forward. If you haven’t been convinced
by the evidence you have seen, heard, or
otherwise apprehended, you don't really
believe. That fliesright in the face of the
liberals concoction. It isalso a position
that leavesmany “ Christians’ today with

little or nothing to anchor the “faith”
they claim to have.

By now you should be able to see
the relevance of the issue over which
the conservatives and liberals took
sides. The liberals' effort to reconcile
reason andfaith (belief) resultedintheir
conclusion that faith (belief) was irra-
tional. Therefore, it didn’t matter what
one believed. The sole essential re-
guirement was that one believed in
God. Takingthat position, theonly indi-
vidual they would exclude from salva-
tion would be an atheist.

Conservatives, however, realized
the liberals definition of faith robbed it
of all significance. So they held to the
biblical definition. Faith (belief) was
saving faith only if one had been per-
suaded by convincing arguments based
on the evidence. They understood that
the evidence and convincing arguments
that persuade arewhat onebelieves. And
they knew that what one believesis ab-
solutely essential to salvation.

Are You Convinced?

The Scriptures clearly state that
“without faith it isimpossibleto please”
God (Heb. 11:6). They alsorepresent the
Gospel message of the Old Testament as
the source of the evidence on which that
faith (belief) should be based. (See “Do
You Believe the Gospel of Jesus
Christ?’ in thisissue.) Paul said that:

“Theliberals effort to
reconcile reason and
faith (belief) resulted

In thelr conclusion that

faith (belief) was
irrational. Thereforeit
didn’t matter what one
believed.”
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“That you believe has
no valuein God's sight
if what you
believeisa
half-truth or lie.”

“faith {comes} from hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.”
(Romans 10:17b)

We know, therefore, that faith (be-
lief) should be the result of alogical se-
guence of progressive activities. It
begins with the evidence of the Gospel
(“the word of Christ”), continues with
persuasion (the “hearing” ), and results
in“faith” (belief), as stated above.

It only makes sense then that the
more convincing the arguments, the
stronger the resultant faith (belief) will
be. That is precisely the case. Paul tells
usthat Christianscan be“weak infaith.”
They reveal that weakness by limiting
their own freedomin Christ and wanting
to limit others also:

Now accept the one who isweak in
faith, {but} not for {the purpose of}
passing judgment on his opinions.
Oneman hasfaiththat hemay eat all
things, but hewhoisweak eatsvege-
tables {only}. Let not him who eats
regard with contempt himwho does
not eat, and let not himwho does not
eat judge himwho eats, for God has
accepted him.

Who are you to judge the servant of
another? To his own master he
standsor falls; and stand hewill, for
the Lord is able to make him stand.

One man regards one day above an-
other, ancther regards every day
{alike}. Let each man be fully con-
vinced in his own mind. He who ob-
serves the day, observes it for the
Lord, and he who eats, does so for
theLord, for he givesthanksto God;
and he who eats nat, for the Lord he
does not eat, and gives thanks to
God. For not one of uslivesfor him-
sdf, and not onediesfor himsdlf; for
if we live, we live for the Lord, or if

wedie, wediefor theLord; therefore
whether we live or die, we are the
Lord's.

(Romans 14:1-8)

Those who are “weak in faith” can
escape that condition, however, because
“faith grows’:

For we are not overextending our-
salves, asif we did not reach to you,
for wewerethefirst to come even as
far asyouinthegospel of Christ; not
boasting beyond {our} measure,
{that is}, in other men’s labors, but
with the hope that as your faith
grows, we shall be, within our
sphere, enlarged even more by you,
so asto preach thegospel eventothe
regions beyond you, {and} not to
boast in what has been accom-
plished in the sphere of another.

(2 Corinthians 10:14-16)

“ A faith based on
guesswork and
tradition will not
survive the delusion
that is already

underway.”

Just as faith comes by hearing and
believing the Gospel message, so also
thegrowth of faith comesby hearing and
believing even more of the Gospel mes-
sage. The one who does not fully under-
stand the Gospel message remains weak
in faith and lives with undue restriction.
That agrees with what Jesus said:

Jesus therefore was saying to those
Jewswho had believed Him, “ If you
abide in My word, {then} you are
truly disciples of Mine; and you
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall makeyou free”

(John 8:31-32)

Onegainssavation by believing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The New Testar
ment Scriptures clearly say that we are
“sanctified by faith” (Acts 26:18). We
are“justified by faith” (Rom. 3:28; 5:1;
Gal. 2:16; 3:8, 24). And faith is our

“righteousness’ (Rom. 4.5; 9:30; 10:6;
Phil. 3:9). Paul emphasizes that fact:

For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of your-
sdlves, {itis} thegift of God; not asa
result of works, that no one should
boast.

(Ephesians 2:8-9)

Inspiteof al this, even conservative
theologiansapproach theissueof faithas
though the central concern is that you
believe. Calvinist theology currently
tends toward that position. Some would
have us believethat the establishment of
faith isaonce-for-all-time event instead
of agrowth process.

One should have no major disagree-
ment with the basic Christian Truth that
Calvinist theology has perceived and
sought to defend regarding the security
that faith provides. But neither should
oneignorethevariableintroduced by the
what aspect of faith. That you believe
has no value in God’'s sight if what you
believe isahalf-truth or lie.

In that regard, Paul encouraged the
early Christians to “stand firm in the
faith” (1 Cor. 16:13;2Cor. 1:24). Soaso
did the Apostle Peter:

Be of sober {spirit}, be on the alert.
Your adversary, the devil, prowls
about like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. But resist him,
firm in {your} faith, knowing that
thesameexperiencesof sufferingare
being accomplished by your breth-
ren who arein theworld.

(1 Peter 5:8-9)

It would make little sense for these
two Apostles to encourage someone to
stand firminfaith if it were not possible
for a Believer to change his mind con-
cerning what hebelieved. That isexactly
what the Scriptures tell us is possible.

“Those who are ‘weak
in faith’ can
escape that condition,
however, because
‘faith grows.””
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James mentions it as though it were a
common occurrence:

My brethren, if any among you
strays from the truth, and one turns
him back, let him know that he who
turnsasinner fromtheerror of his
way will save his soul from death,
and will cover a multitude of sins.
(James 5:19-20)

Paul also pointsout that somein his
day had “gone astray from the truth”:

Among them are Hymenaeus and
Philetus, {men} who have gone
astray fromthetruth saying that the
resurrection has already taken
place, and thusthey upset thefaith of
some.

(2 Timothy 2:17b-18)

Sincewhat onebelievesissoimpor-
tant, those individualswho have strayed
from the Truth of the Gospel have given
up that by which they would have been
saved. Moreimportantly, however, Paul
understood many will “turn away their
ears from the truth” in these Last Days:

For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
{wanting} to have their earstickied,

they will accumulate for themselves
teachersin accordance to their own
desres, and will turn away their
ears from the truth, and will turn
aside to myths.

(2 Timothy 4:3-4)

Would you know the Truth if you
heard it? Or would you be content to be-
lieve only what you have heard taught as
tradition? If the Spirit of God resides
within you, you will know the Truth. The
onetrue Teaching of the Gospel has char-
acteristicsthat will identify it to thosewho
seek God'swill. It isas Jesus said:

“My teaching is not Mine, but His
who sent Me. If any maniswilling to
do His will, he shall know of the
teaching, whether it is of God, or

{whether} | speak from Mysdlf.”
(John 7:16b-17)

Jesus also said,

“ And the Father who sent Me, He
has borne witness of Me. You have
neither heard His voice at any time,
nor seen His form. And you do not
have His word abiding in you, for
you do not believe Him whom He
sent. You search the Scriptures, be-

Raphael (1483-1520) “The Miraculous Draught of Fishes.” The miracles recorded in Scrip-
ture became a stumblingblock for liberal scholars. Not being able to bring themselves to believe
these fantastic reports of God’s supernatural intervention in the realm of the natural, they simply
changed rules, redefining faith so that it became an irrational /eap of faith. Unfortunately (for
them), God continues to play by the rules. To be saved, you still have to examine the evidence, as-
sess the logic, repent, and believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. B

“Since what one
believesis so
Important, those
individuals who have
strayed from the Truth
of the Gospel have
given up that by which
they would have been

saved.”
cause you think that in them you
haveeternal life; and it isthesethat
bear withessof Me; and you areun-
willing to come to Me, that you may
have life.”
(John 5:37-40)

James made the following point in
another connection, but it applieshereas
well.

You believe that God is one. You do
well; the demons also bdieve, and
shudder.

(James 2:19)

These are the Last Days. Therefore,
one should not be reluctant to examine
thoroughly everything that he believes.
For centuries a basic knowledge of what
God accomplished through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ has been suf-
ficient to produce a faith (belief) strong
enough to save. The day is soon coming
when that will no longer be.

A faith (belief) based on guesswork
and tradition will not survive the delusion
that is aready underway. Only a faith
based on knowledge of the complete plan
and purpose of God as described in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ will deliver one
fromthat delusion. If you believethe Truth
of the Gospdl, you will endure to the End.
If you believe ahdf-truth or alie, ...?

Having said dll this, | now cometo a
point | treat elsewhere in thisissue. (See
“Do You Believe the Gospel of Jesus
Chrigt?") Thelogical question oneshould
ask regarding pistis (belief) is, “per-
suaded by what evidence?’ The answer
found inthe New Testament is other than
one might expect. B
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The Voice of Elijah includesthiscolumn in each
Issue to show you how some of the underlying
parabolic images of the Gospel message of the
Old Testament speak to the times in which we
find ourselves. There are a variety of weather
imagesto befound in the parablesof the Gospel.
Most are associated with the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ.

Cloudy: The parabolic imagery of the cloud in which Je-
sus said He will return “with power and great glory” (Lk.
21:27) is the same cloud into which He disappeared on the
Mount of Olives. The text says that when He ascended, “a
cloud received Him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9b). Thetwo
messengerswho appeared to those who saw Jesus disappear
on that day told them,

“ This Jesus, who has been taken up fromyou into heaven,
will comeinjust the sameway asyou havewatched Himgo
into heaven.”
(Acts 1:11b)

The key to understanding this parabolic imagery lies
thefact that Jesuswas, in parabolic pantomime, mocking the
ancient Israelite belief that the Canaanite god Baal was the
rider of the clouds. (See “ The Parabolic Pantomimes of Je-
sus Christ,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)

The* clouds” inwhich Jesuswill return arelinked to the
parabolic image of Him as the true God of the Storm. That
parabolic image originates in the Prophets message con-
cerning Jesus Christ asthe Messiah of Israel. The Prophets
compared theFirst and Second Coming of theMessiahtothe
annua resurrection of the mythological Canaanite storm
god Baal.

Theidolatrous | sraelites thought Baal was the god who
provided therain for their crops after histriumph over death
and hisresurrection from the dead. These apostatesbelieved
Baal mounted the clouds after hisresurrection and went rid-
ing through the heavens bringing rain to the Earth.

The message hidden in the parabolic imagery of the
Prophetstowhich Jesuspointedin Hisparabolic pantomime
is a divine mockery of human religiosity. The taunting

laughter of God can still beheard today, echoinginthe para-
bolicimagery. Thefal se piety and pomposity of theologians
who speak from the vanity of their own minds has never
pleased, and will never please, theangry God of Israel. Their
stupidity serves only to stoke the hungry fires of hell that
even now lick thelip of that awesome pit, eagerly anticipat-
ing their arrival.

Rain: The parabolicimage under which thisministry has
been called to conduct itself is the parabolic image of the
Prophet Elijah. (See“Do Y ou Believe the Gospel of Jesus
Christ?’ inthisissue.) Under direct orders from God, Eli-
jah summoned the latter rain for the benefit of God’ s Peo-
pleinhisday. Hedid so only after sarcastically challenging
the prophets of Baal to do what wasimpossiblefor themto.
After they had proven they could not awaken Baal from his
sleep of death, Elijah called on the true God of the Storm,
thus bringing an end to the three-and-a-half-year drought
that had deprived ancient I srael of both the early and latter
rains.

Soitistoday aswell. False prophetswhom God has not
called are everywhere in the Church. But none of them can
bring forth the divine “rain” that will soak the “ground” in
God's “garden” and cause His “plants’ to “grow.” So they
remain blissfully unaware that the Gospel message of the
Hebrew Scripturesistheparabolic“rain” whichwill enable
the parabolic“plants’ in God' s parabolic “garden” to grow
in their knowledge of the Truth.

These false prophets prance around behind their pulpits
or in front of television cameras like the prophets of Baal in
ancient times, thundering on with pious-sounding words and
thinking the god they proclaim will accept them for all their
efforts. But they arenot speakingthe Word of God at all. They
have no comprehension of what Jesus meant when He said,
“Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me ... ” (Maitt.
11:298). They cannot logically show anyone how, as Jesus
said, Maoses “wrote of” Him (Jn. 5:46). So most don’t even
try. They cheerfully vomit up whatever they have
“eaten”—that is, what others like themselves have said or
written about the fictitious god they worship.

Jesus Christ and the authors of the New Testament fre-
quently used the parabolicimages associated with the para-
bolicimage of theWord of God coming downlikerain. Y ou
can find those parabolicimagesespecially in the parables of
Jesus, where they occur with specific reference to Hebrew
idioms used by the Old Testament Prophets. His statements
apply just as well today as when they were spoken. Jesus
said, for example,

“ Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant
shall berooted up. Let themalone; they areblind guides of
theblind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will
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fall into a pit.”
(Matthew 15:13b-14)

Jesus wasn't talking about the obvious sinner, the one
who makes no pretense about hislack of spirituality. Hewas
talking about religiousleadersand their followers. What He
said is good advice for True Believers even today.

Answer afool according to hisfolly, and you become
likehim. That’ saparaphrase (Prov. 26:4), but it still applies.
No amount of religious discussion will benefit those who
have nailed down every possible eschatol ogical loose end so
that they already “know” exactly what God hasin store for
these Last Days. Such individuals are best ignored simply
because they are unteachable. Let God deal with them.

Paul & so used the parabolic image in which the Word of
Godisdepicted as“rain,” but hewent further and combined it
with the parabolic image of the Word of God as the “ Seed”
thatis“planted” inthe TrueBeliever onwhichthe“rain” falls:

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual
men, but asto men of flesh, asto babesin Christ. | gave
you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet
able {to receive it}. Indeed, even now you are not yet
able, for you are till fleshly. For sincethereisjealousy
and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you
not walking like mere men? For when onesays, “ | amof
Paul,” and another, “| am of Apollos,” are you not
{mere} men? What then is Apollos? And what is Paul?
Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord
gave {opportunity} to each one. | planted, Apolloswa-
tered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither
the one who plants nor the one who watersis anything,
but God who causesthe growth. Now hewho plantsand
hewho watersareone; but eachwill receivehisownre-
ward according to hisown labor. For we are God’ sfel-
low workers, you are God' sfield, God's building.

(1 Corinthians 3:1-9)

The complete parabolicimage Paul hadin mind depicts
theTrueBeliever asground. Here, Paul usestheimageto say
he was the one who first “planted” the Word in this ground.
But after the Word sprouted, causing belief in the Believer,
Apollos came along to provide much needed rain by teach-
ing these new Believers even more of the Truth of The
Teaching.

Paul’s argument to the Corinthians is smple. He and
Apollos aren't at all significant. The Truth of the Gospel
concerning Jesus Christ that they heard preached from the
Old Testament iswhat producesinvincible belief inthe True
Believer. Therefore, it shouldn’t matter to them from whom
they heard the message, because Paul and Apollos both
preached the same Gospel. (See” Do Y ou Believethe Gospel
of Jesus Christ?’ inthisissue.)

Finally, theauthor of the Book of Hebrewsused the par-
abolic image in which the Word of God is depicteed asrain
to issuewhat is perhaps the most sternly worded warning to
befound in all the New Testament. In the process, heletsus
know that elementary concepts of The Teaching that are
foundinthe Churchtoday aren’t at all what God had in mind.
He first refers to the parabolic image of the priest
Meélchizedek, and then he says:

Concerning himwe have much to say, and {it is} hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have
need again for someoneto teach you the elementary prin-
ciples of the oracles of God, and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes
{only} of milkisnot accustomed to theword of righteous-
ness, for heis a babe.

But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice
havetheir sensestrained to discern good and evil. There-
foreleaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let
us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of
instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

And this we shall do, if God permits. For in the case of
those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of
the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the
Holy Spirit, and havetasted the good word of God and the
power sof theageto come, and {then} havefallenaway, it
is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since
they again crucify to themsel ves the Son of God, and put
Himto open shame.

For groundthat drinkstherain which often fallsupon it
and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose
sakeitisalsotilled, recelvesablessingfrom God; but if it
yieldsthornsand thistles, it isworthlessand closeto be-
ing cursed, and it ends up being burned. But, bel oved,
we are convinced of better things concerning you, and
thingsthat accompany salvation, though we are speaking
in thisway.

(Hebrews 5:11-6:9)

May those“plants’ our Heavenly Father has* planted”
read thesewordsand find encouragement. God has not aban-
doned usto the confusion that prevailsall around us. On the
contrary, Heintendsto usethat confusion inthese Last Days
to demonstrate the awesome power of His Word. May the
precious“ Seed” of the Gospel that is hidden in the Hebrew
Scriptures “takeroot” and “grow” within you, producing its
bounteous “fruit” of love, peace, and joy in your life. H
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Gnostic Beliefs

From Page 1

everyonewhoisfoundwritteninthe
book, will be rescued. And many of
those who deep in the dust of the
ground will awake, these to ever-
lasting life, but the others to dis-
grace {and} everlasting contempt.
And those who have insight will
shinebrightlylikethebrightnessof
the expanse of heaven, and those
who lead the many to righteous-
ness, likethestarsforever andever.
But as for you, Daniel, conceal
these words and seal up the book
until the end of time; many will go
back and forth, and knowledge will
increase.”

Then |, Danidl, looked and behold,
two other swerestanding, oneonthis
bank of the river, and the other on
that bank of theriver. And onesaid to
the man dressed in linen, who was
above the waters of theriver, “ How
long {will it be} until the end of
{these} wonders?” And | heard the
man dressed inlinen, who wasabove
the waters of the river, as he raised
his right hand and his left toward
heaven, and swore by Himwho lives
forever that it would be for a time,
times, and half {atime}; and assoon

refined; but thewicked will act wick-
edly, and none of the wicked will
understand, but those who havein-
sight will understand.”

(Danid 12:1-10)

Gnosticism
and Christianity

As the Truth of the Gospel spread
rapidly through the civilized world, so
alsodid heretical beliefsbased on distor-
tions of its Truth. Gnostic doctrine was
only one such belief system. Therewere
others as well. The Church’s vehement
rejection of this divergence from the
Truth, however, appears to be the major
reason it lost knowledge of the fact that
God had hidden His mystery in the He-
brew Scriptures. It is a classic case of
tossing thebaby out withthebath water.

| have already explained how the
Church corrupted The Teaching of Jesus
shortly after the Apostles died. (See
“Where Are Jesus' Disciples?” The
Voiceof Elijah, April 1991.) Theprinci-
pal reason why the Church|ost an under-
standing of The Teaching and fell into
confusion was because of doctrinal con-
troversy. Theological disputesraged be-
tween various elements within the Early
Church throughout much of the second
century. But the Gnostics were the fac-
tion of the Early Church that posed the

“ Asthe Truth of the Gospel spread rapidly
through the civilized world, so also did heretical
beliefs based on distortions of its Truth. Gnostic

doctrine was only one such belief system.”

asthey finish shattering the power of
the holy people, all these {events}
will be completed. Asfor me, | heard
but could not understand; so | said,
“My lord, what {will be} the out-
come of these {events}?”

And he said, “ Go {your way}, Dan-
iel, for {these} words are concealed
and sealed up until the end time.
Many will be purged, purified and

greatest threat to, and thus drew the most
vitriolic condemnation from, the seg-
ment of the Church that ultimately be-
came orthodox Christianity.
Scholarsknew little about the Gnos-
tics before 1945. In that year, however,
grave robbers in the Nag Hammadi re-
gion of Egypt happened upon a large,
sealed earthenware jar. Inside the jar,
protected from the elements for nearly
two thousand years, was a collection of

“The Gnostics were the
faction of the Early
Church that posed the
greatest threat to, and
thus drew the
most vitriolic
condemnation from,
the segment of the
Church that
ultimately became
orthodox Christianity.”

Gnostic writings. Ironically, the grave
robbers, who had been searching for
treasure, didn’t realize what they had
found. They received little for the trea-
sure they discovered, and reportedly
even burned two of the volumes as fuel
in acook stove.

Before 1945, most of our knowl-
edge about Gnostic beliefs came from
what others had written about them. For
example, the second-century writer
Irenaaus vigorously refuted the Gnostic
teaching in his work, Against Heresies.
Hippolytus, Tertullian, and other
Church Fathers down to the time of Au-
gustine(ca. A.D. 400) al so described the
heresy. None provided anything compa-
rable to the Nag Hammadi texts, how-
ever. Thesetexts suddenly provided usa
wealth of information about the Chris-
tian Gnostics from the literature of the
Gnostics themselves.

The word Gnostic derives from the
Greek word gnosis, which simply means
“knowledge.” The term aptly describes
this specific Early Church teaching be-
cause the Gnostics believed a true
knowledge (gnosis) of God came only
through a revelation of that knowledge
by God Himself.

The Nag Hammadi textsreveal that,
to the Gnostics, knowledge of the true
teaching was essential to salvation. An
individual could be saved only through
“knowledge” of the Truth revealed by
Jesus Christ. The texts declare this in
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“ Eventually, the Church rgected anything tainted by the Gnostics' heresy.
With that, the Early Church turned away completely from the Truth
concerning The Mystery hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures.”

parabolic imagery similar to that in The
Parable of the Sower (Matt. 13):

For thewordislikeagrain of wheat;
when someone had sown it, he had
faithinit; and when it had sprouted,
helovedit because he had seen many
grainsin place of one. And when he
had worked, he was saved because
he had prepared it for food, {and}
again he left {some} to sow. So also
can you your selves receive the king-
dom of heaven; unless you receive
this through knowledge, you will
not be ableto find it.

(The Apocryphon of James, 8)

Another text continues the same
thought:

Therefore, if one hasknowledge, he
is from above.... Having knowl-
edge, he doesthewill of the onewho
called him, he wishesto be pleasing
tohim, hereceivesres.... Hewhois
to have knowledge in this manner
knows where he comes from and
where heisgoing.

(The Gospel of Truth, 22)

To better explain their beliefs,
Gnosti ¢ theol ogians manufactured addi-
tional doctrine. Like other Pretendersin
the Early Church, they had not received
that doctrine from the Apostles. But un-
like the doctrine of their more moderate
counterparts, some of this new Gnostic
dogmawas clearly heresy.

The Gnostics maintained that a
lesser god had created the material world
we see. During creation, however, the
true God managed to infuse His Spirit
into this creation. He then sent Jesus
Christ to awaken this Spirit within men
through knowledge (gnosis).

Although the Gnostics believed true
knowledge was essentia for salvation,
they adso believed not everyone could
comprehend this knowledge. Either
spirit, soul, or body dominated each indi-
vidual. Thespiritual could obtainthetrue

knowledge that restored him to oneness
with the true God. The general populace
of the Church, however, had belief with-
out true knowledge, because they were
dominated by the soul. The rest of the
world fell into the category of the body
and were under the control of the flesh.
Since the Gnostics believed the flesh
wasevil, they also believed onemust over-
come it to achieve oneness with God. In
this, they agreed with mainstream Chris-
tianity; but they took asceticism to ex-
tremes. Some think Paul was warning the
Colossian Bdlievers against these Gnostic
extremesin the following passage:

If you havedied with Christ totheel-
ementary principles of the world,
why, as if you were living in the
world, do you submit yourself to de-
crees, such as, “ Do not handle, do
not taste, do not touch!” (which all
{refer to} things destined to perish
with the using)—in accordance with
the commandments and teachings of
men? These are matterswhich have,
tobesure, theappearanceof wisdom
insdf-madereligion and self-abase-
ment and severe treatment of the
body, {but are} of no value against
fleshly indulgence.

(Colossians 2:20-23)

Other Gnostic sects, however, ad-
vocated total indulgence in sensua de-

“To better explain their
beliefs, Gnostic
theologians manufac-
tured additional
doctrine. Like other
Pretendersin the Early
Church, they had not
received that doctrine
from the Apostles.”

lightsinstead of self-abasement. Evenin
this misbegotten endeavor, they sought
to free the individual from domination
by the flesh. The Early Church rejected
both of these extremes. Some scholars
argue that Jesus condemnation of the
Nicolaitans (Rev. 2:6, 14, 15) was most
likely addressed to one such Gnostic
Sect.

Paul warned the Church against all
such erroneous teachingsin hisfirst let-
ter to Timothy:

If anyoneadvocatesa different doc-
trine, and doesnot agreewith sound
words, those of our Lord Jesus
Chrigt, and with the doctrine con-
forming to godliness, he is con-
ceited {and} understands nothing;
but he hasa morbid interest in con-
troversial questions and disputes
about words, out of which arise
envy, strife, abusive language, evil
suspicions, and constant friction
between men of depraved mindand
deprived of the truth, who suppose
that godlinessis a means of gain.
(1 Timothy 6:3-5)

In spite of Paul’ swarnings, Gnostic
beliefs and practices became a growing
menace to the Early Church. Although
Gnostic dogma and practice were ex-
treme, inthelight of the message hidden
in the Hebrew Scriptures Gnostic teach-
ing standsasjust oneamong many Early
Church deviations from the Truth.

Mainstream Christianity roundly
denounced the Gnostic heresy. Unfortu-
nately, all Gnostic teaching, including
the Truth they sought to promote, be-
came suspect because of their gross dis-
tortion of the Truth. Eventualy, the
Church rejected anything tainted by the
Gnostics' heresy. With that, the Early
Church turned away completely from
the Truth concerning The Mystery hid-
den in the Hebrew Scriptures. That was
disastrous. For, although they later
twisted it to further their own ends, some
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“Itisobviousthat
parts of the Gnostic
message originated in
The Teaching of the
Apostles.”

early Gnostic leaders sat under The
Apostles’ Teaching.

Itisobviousthat partsof the Gnostic
message originated in The Teaching of
the Apostles. Consequently, we can still
find in the Gnostic writings remnants of
the Truth available to the Early Church.
The doctrines of interest to us here are
those that represent the message of the
Hebrew Scriptures as a mystery, con-
veyed to the Church in parabolic im-
ages, and understood by just afew.

The Mystery Hidden

One Gnodtic text refers to the hidden
message of the Scriptures using the inter-
esting parabolic image of a seded testa
ment (will). The Gnostics evidently
derived their understanding of this para-
bolicimage, a least in part, from the State-
mentsconcerning thescroll opened seal by
sedl in Reveation 5:1-8:1. The parabalic
image of the sealed testament relates to a
fundamental characteristic of the message
hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures:

Just astherelieshidden inawill, be-
fore it is opened, the fortune of the
deceased master of thehouse, soitis
with the totality, which lay hidden
while the Father of the totality was
invishle....

(The Gospel of Truth, 20)

| have already explained the signifi-
cance of this parabolic imagery. (See
“Did Jesus Leave aWill?" The Voice of
Elijah, July 1991.) The Gnostic writer
was referring to the fact that true knowl-
edge of God, “the Father of thetotality,”
remained concealed in the Hebrew
Scriptures before Jesus Christ came.
That agreeswith The Teaching of Jesus.
(See “Jesus Talks About the Mystery,”
The Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)

The Gnostics also claimed that Je-
sus Christ revealed to the Apostles the
knowledge required for salvation:

Then the Son who is perfect in every
respect—thatis, theWordwhoorigi-
nated through that Voice; who pro-
ceeded from the height; who has
within him the Name; who is a
Light—he (the Son) revealed the ev-
erlasting things and all the un-
knowns were known. And those
things difficult to interpret and se-
cret, he revealed, and as for those
who dwell in Slence with the First
Thought, he preached to them. And
he revealed himsdf to those who
dwell in darkness, and he showed
himsdlf to those who dwel in the
abyss, and to those who dwell in the
hidden treasuries he told ineffable
mysteries, and he taught unrepeat-
able doctrines to those who became
Sons of the Light.

(Trimorphic Protennoia, 37)

Tothe Gnostics, thetrue knowledge
was“thegospel.” They alsocalledit “the
hidden mystery”:

Through this, the gospel of the one
whoissearched for, which {was} re-
vealed to those who are perfect
through the mercies of the Father,
the hidden mystery, Jesus, the
Chrigt, enlightened those who were
indarknessthrough oblivion. Heen-
lightened them; he showed {them} a
way; and the way is the truth which
he taught them.

(The Gospel of Truth, 18)

Statements made in this quotation
parallel the Apostle Paul’ sdescription of
“the word of God” as “the mystery”:

“One Gnostic text
refersto the hidden
message of the
Scripturesusing the
interesting parabolic
image of a sealed
testament (will).”

“Tothe Gnostics, the
true knowledge was
‘the gospel.” They
also called it ‘the
hidden mystery.’”

Of {thischurch} | wasmadeaminis-
ter according to the stewardship
from God bestowed on me for your
benefit, that | might fully carry out
the{preaching of} theword of God,
{that is} the mystery which has
been hidden from the {past} ages
and generations, but has now been
manifested to His saints.
(Colossians 1. 25-26)

The quotation above also agrees
with Paul’s assertion that “God’'s mys-
tery” is Christ Himself:

a true knowledge of God's mystery,
{that is}, Christ {Himsdlf}, in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.
(Colossians 2:2b-3)

The Role of Parables

| have aready shown that Jesus
taught the hidden message of the He-
brew Scriptures in parables during His
ministry. (See “Jesus Talks About the
Mystery,” The Voice of Elijah, January
1991.) He then gave His Apostles a su-
pernatural understanding of that mystery
right before His ascension (Lk. 24:45).

The Gnostics agreed. But they did
not believeit was possiblefor thefleshly
person to comprehend true knowledge:

TheSavior saidtothem: “ | want you
to know that all men born on earth
fromthe foundation of the world un-
til now, being dust, while they have
inquired about God, who he is and
what he is like, have not found him.
Now the wisest among them have
speculated from the ordering of the
world and (its) movement. But their
speculation has not reached the
truth.”

(The Sophia of Jesus Christ, 92)
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“Like other religious
sectsin the Early
Church, the Gnostics
claimed to have com-
plete understanding of
the Truth.”

They claimed that Jesushad to pres-
ent the Truth in parables and images:

Truth did not come into the world
naked, but it camein typesand im-
ages. Theworldwill not receivetruth
in any other way ... Thelord did ev-
erything in a mystery.

(The Gospel of Philip, 67)

Other Gnostic writers concurred.
For example:

And hewill reveal tothemthetruthin
proverbs.... at first in parables and
riddles.

(Melchizedek, 1, 2)

Consequently, the Gnostics stressed
thesecret nature of thetrueknowledgethat
Jesus revedled in His parables. An appro-
priate exampleisthe Gospel of Thomas, a
Gnogtic tractate containing a collection of
one hundred fourteen sayings of Jesus.
Many of the parables and prophecies in
thistext have parallelsin the synoptic gos-
pels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Thetext
begins with this affirmation:

These are the secret sayings which
the living Jesus spoke and which
Didymos Judas Thomas wrote
down. And he said, “ Whoever finds
the interpretation of these sayings

“The Gnostics believed
that oncea
person gained insight
into the mysteries of
God, they were not free
to openly
proclaim their
new-found knowledge.”

will not experience death.”
(The Gospel of Thomas, 1)

Likeother religioussectsintheEarly
Church, the Gnostics claimed to have
complete understanding of the Truth. But
they emphasized the hidden, mysterious
nature of the true knowledge that Jesus
taught. One Gnostic text, which purports
to record a conversation between Jesus
and a disciple named Judas Thomas, re-
fersdirectly to the hidden teaching:

“ S0 then, you, my brother Thomas,
have beheld what is obscure to men,
that is, what they ignorantly stumble
againgt.” Now Thomas said to the
lord, “ Therefore, | beg youtotell me
what | ask you before your ascen-
sion, andwhen | hear fromyou about
the hidden things, then | can speak
about them. And it is obvious to me
that the truth is difficult to perform
before men.” — Now Thomas an-
swered and said to the savior, “ Tell
usabout thesethingsthat yousay are
notvisible, butarehidden fromus.”
(The Book of Thomas the
Contender, 138)

Understood by Few

Passages like the one above reved
that the Gnostics believed they derived
their knowledge (gnosis) of The Mystery
hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures from
The Teaching of Jesus Christ. Compare
the passages above with what Jesus said
to hisdisciples:

“Toyou ithasbeen granted toknow
the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it has not been
granted.”

(Matthew 13:11b)

At that time Jesus answered and
said, “ | praise Thee, O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that Thou didst
hide these things from {the} wise
and intelligent and didst reveal
them to babes. Yes, Father, for thus
it waswell-pleasing in Thy sight. All
things have been handed over to Me
by My Father; and no one knowsthe
Son, except the Father; nor does

anyone know the Father, except the
Son, and anyone to whom the Son
willsto reveal {Him}.”

(Matthew 11:25-27)

All these things Jesus spoke to the
multitudes in parables, and He did
not speak tothemwithout aparable,
s0 that what was spoken through the
prophet might be fulfilled, saying, “I
WILL OPENMYMOUTH IN PARABLES |
WILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN SINCE
THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.”
(Matthew 13:34-35)

“The Gnostics
misrepresented the
secret nature of the

true knowledge of The
Mystery.”

These passages dl agree that Jesus
revealed the Truth of His message to just
afew. Hereveaded it to Hisdisciples. But
the Gnostics misrepresented the secret
nature of thetrue knowledge of The Mys-
tery. They maintained that it continued to
be a secret revealed only to them. This
claim found its twisted corollary in their

assertion that only they understood the
Truth:

And he said to me, “ Be strong, for
you are the one to whom these mys-
teries have been given, to know them
through revelation.”

(Apocalypse of Peter, 82)

This statement divulges the source
of their distortion of The Apostles’
Teaching. It came from their belief that
they continued to receive supernatural
revelation.

Jesus said, “ It is to those who are
worthy of my mysteriesthat | tell my
mysteries.”

(The Gospel of Thomas, 44)

A further error wasthat their under-
standing of the revelation they suppos-
edly received did not necessarily have
any basisin the Scriptures:

Jesus said, “ He who will drink from
my mouth will becomelikeme. | my-
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sdf shall become he, and the things
that are hidden will be revealed to
him.”

(The Gospel of Thomas, 50)

| will speak my mystery to thosewho
are mine and to those who will be

mine.
(A Valentinian Exposition, 22)

One Gnostic text contains aparable
about a “householder” who has respon-
sibility to feed animals, servants, and
children. The writer compares this per-
son to a disciple of Jesus Christ who
knew what to feed them:

There are many different animalsin
the world in human form. When he
[the disciple] identifies them, to the
swine he will throw acorns, to the
cattle hewill throw barley and chaff
and grass, to the dogs he will throw
bones. Tothedaveshewill give only
the elementary lessons, to the chil-
dren he will give the complete in-
struction.

(The Gospel of Philip, 81)

Obviously, the food in this parable
represents knowledge. Consistent with
Gnostic belief, only the children of God
could receive knowledge in “complete
instruction.” Another writer takesup the
same theme:

But those who are to receive teach-
ing [are] the living who are in-
scribed in the book of theliving. Itis
about themselves that they receive
ingtruction, recelving it fromthe Fa-
ther, turning again to him.

(The Gospel of Truth, 21)

Not Availableto All

The Gnostics believed that once a
person gained insight into the mysteries
of God, they were not freeto openly pro-
claim their new-found knowledge. In
this, they were like the sect at Qumran
that many think were Essenes. (See
“Apocayptic Beliefsand the End of This
Age” The Voice of Elijah, April 1991.)
Bothwerecircumspect toward outsiders.

The author of Allogenes (atitle that
means “stranger”) claims to have re-

Did the Gnostics Really Know?

The Gnostic controversy roiled the Early Church for about thirty years,
fromA.D.135t0A.D. 165. It wasasyncretistic movement that seemsto have
originated outside Christianity and infiltrated the churches, adapting Chris-
tian beliefs to meld with its own doctrines. It was not the only threat con-
fronted by the Early Church. During that same time frame Christianity was
beset by two other major threats.

Marcion

A wealthy ship-owner named Marcion joined the congregation at Rome
about A.D. 139. Hewasincensed by the legalism and Judaistic influences
that he found dominating there. So he assailed them, contending that Paul
alone, of all the Apostles, completely understood the Gospel. The othershad
been overcome by theerror of Judaism. Hewent so far asto deny areal incar-
nation and reject completely the Old Testament and its God. Histheology in
this regard appears to have been influenced by the Gnostic teacher, Cerdo.

Marcion’s endeavor brought about his own excommunication around
A.D. 144. He then founded a separate church which eventually spread
throughout the Orient, surviving alongside orthodox Christianity until well
after A.D. 400. Hisone positive contribution wasto compile an authoritative
canon of New Testament writings. It isthe earliest known attempt to do so.
He obviated the benefit of such a collection, however, by purging it of any
passage that implied Jesus Christ considered the God of the Old Testament to
be His Father.

Montanus

Around A.D. 156 a converted priest of Cybele, Montanus, announced
that hewasthe mouthpiece of theHoly Spirit. Hedeclared thedispensation of
the Holy Spirit had begun. Two prophetesses, Prisca and Maximilla, soon
joined him. They predicted the end of thisagewasimminent and the Return of
Christ would soon see the establishment of the New Jerusalem in Phrygia,
their own locale.

The Montanists required a strict asceticism—fasting, celibacy, and ab-
stinence from meat. In reacting against the increasing worldliness of the
Church, many Christiansfound Montanism an attractive alternative. That re-
sultedinthebishopsin AsiaMinor begining to feel their authority threatened.
Shortly after A.D. 160, they convened the earliest known Synods of the
Church to deal with the perceived danger. Although they condemned the
movement, it continued until after A.D. 400. It was, however, gradually
driven out of mainstream Christianity.

Summary

Can it be said, then, that Christianity has ever been without its sects and
cultic outgrowths? Hardly. Paul himself knew of some in his own time who
taught falsedoctrine (2 Tim. 2:17-18). Theissueisnot whether Gnostic teach-
ing was heresy. Clearly it was. The Synods of the Church declared it to be so.
Theissueiswhether there are, within the wealth of information now available
to us in the Gnostic literature, traces of Apostolic doctrine that can be con-
firmed by statements made in the New Testament and the Apostolic Fathers.
Indeed there are. B
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“Clearly the Gnostics strayed far from the Truth of the Gospel. Yet a
remnant of Truth concerning The Mystery of the Kingdom
still remainsin their writings.”

ceived divine visions and instructions
that required himtoimpart knowledgeto
others. Somethingsthat he claimsto un-
derstand, however, were not for the ears
of “an uninstructed generation”:

Snce your ingruction has become
complete and you have known the
Good that is within you, hear con-
cerning the Triple-Powered One
those things that you will guard in
great slence and great mystery, be-
causethey arenot spoken toanyone
except those who are worthy, those
who areableto hear; nor isit fitting
to speak to an uninstructed genera-
tion concerning the Universal One
that is higher than perfect.
(Allogenes, 52)

The “Triple-Powered One” is evi-
dently atitlefor thetriune God. Theones
who will hear about Him are*those who
areworthy.” These knowledgeable peo-
ple are contrasted with the “ uninstructed
generation” from whom the author of
Allogenes believed he was required to

And a foolish man does not guard
against speaking a mystery. A wise
man, however, does not blurt out ev-
eryword, but hewill be discriminat-
ing toward those who hear. Do not
mention everything in the presence
of those whom you do not know.

(The Teachings of Slvanus, 97)

Another text repeats the sentiment:

He who speaks the word of God to
those for whomit isnot lawful, heis
the betrayer of God. It is better for
you to be silent about the word of
God than to speak recklesdly.
(The Sentences of Sextus, 32)

Summary

The Gnostics believed that a true
knowledge (gnosis) was essentid for sal-
vation. In this, they agree with the Scrip-
tures. In his writings, Paul frequently
stated the necessity for belief based on
knowledgeof the Truth. Hewarned of the
possibility of believing alie:

“But it isfallacious to assume that recognition of
thelr errorsmeans The Mystery of the Gospel
message to which they allude does not
exist in the Hebrew Scriptures.”

“guard” the Truth “in great silence.”

A Gnostic apocalyptic writing at-
tributed to Peter agrees with the above,
containing much the same instruction:

“ Now then, listen to thethingswhich
they aretellingyouinamystery, and
guard them. Do not tell them to the
sons of thisage.”

(The Apocalypse of Peter, 73)

The prohibition against speaking
openly also appliedtotheordinary recip-
ient of knowledge:

And for this reason God will send
upon them a deluding influence so
that they might believe what isfalse,
in order that they all may be judged
who did not believe the truth, but
took pleasure in wickedness.

(2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

The Gnostics believed that God had
hiddenthetrueknowledge (gnosis). This
also agrees with The Teaching of Jesus.
(See “Jesus Talks About the Mystery,”
The Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)
They make much of the fact that when

Jesus talked about The Mystery in the
presence of those who were not Hisdis-
ciples, He spoke in parables.

The Gnostics, however, believed
that those who knew the Truth were to
keep their understanding of the Truth to
themselves. They could talk about it
only with others who had received the
same knowledge. In this they contra
dicted The Teaching of Jesus:

“Therefore do not fear them, for
thereisnothing covered that will not
be revealed, and hidden that will not
beknown. What | tell youinthedark-
ness, speakinthelight; and what you
hear {whispered} in{your} ear, pro-
claim upon the housetops.”
(Matthew 10:26-27)

Clearly the Gnostics strayed far
from the Truth of the Gospel. Y et arem-
nant of the Truth concerning The Mys-
tery of theKingdom still remainsintheir
writings. Their belief in the existence of
TheMysteryisnot uniqueto thisparticu-
lar Early Church aberration of the Truth.
As | will show in the next issue, it also
held an important constituency within
mainstream Christianity itself. The be-
lief that the Hebrew Scriptures contain a
hidden message abounds in other Early
Church writings, perhaps equally as
much as in the Gnostic writings.

Itiseasy to research the Gnostic her-
esy andidentify thedoctrina errors. But it
isfallaciousto assumethat recognition of
their errors means The Mystery of the
Gospel message to which they dlude
does not exist in the Hebrew Scriptures.
In that regard, this passage from the
Gnostic literature may be applicable:

Some who do not understand mys-
tery speak of things which they do
not understand....

(The Apocalypse of Peter, 76)

The one who has ears to hear will
hear. &
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nsaers

TheVoiceof Elijah publishesarticles based on
the findings of The Elijah Project, a private re-
search group headed by Larry D. Harper. Inthis
column we seek answers to general-interest
guestions concer ning the findings, purpose, and
philosophy of this project.

Editor: A common interpretation of Ezekiel 38 and 39
predicts an invasion of Israel by a great army from the
North. Many believe this army to be Russian, accompa-
nied by a confederation of lesser nations hostile to I s-
rael. Given the current disintegration of the Soviet
Union, with individual republics declaring independ-
ence almost weekly, how does this “invasion from the
North” figure with your understanding of the Scrip-
tures?

Elijah: That's a hard one to answer without going too far
afield. There is an immense amount of information in the
message of the Hebrew Scripturesthat must be mastered be-
fore one can read those chapters with understanding. | am
aware of only enough of that information at this point to
know that the “common interpretation” you speak of has
gone far wide of the mark. Beyond that | can’t say much at
al.

But let metry to clear up what appearsto be apoint
of confusion. The Gospel message of the Hebrew
Scripturesisasinglemessage, but it hasseven parts. | tend
to call those seven parts “messages’ also, for lack of a
better term. Since 1974, three of those messages have
been “unsealed” one by onejust as John saw in hisvision.
[Editor: Revelation 5-10.]

Being unsealed is not the same as being understood,
however. Right now, | understand much of the first mes-
sage, which | havetitled “ The House,” for reasonsthat will
become obvious once one understands the message. | un-

derstand less about the second message, “The Way,” and
even less about the third, “The Light.” But | believe Jesus
may have been alluding to three of the seven messages
whenHesaid, “| amtheWay, the Truth, andtheLife.” [Ed-
itor: John 14:6.] | say that only becausethe second message
details“ TheWay,” and because Jesus said on another occa-
sion, “I am The Light.” [Editor: John 8:12.] | don’'t know
that for certain because | havenoideawhat any of the other
messages are beyond the first three. It makes sense to me
only because each of the messagesto this point simply ex-
plainsanother facet of the Person and work of Jesus Christ.
Heis The House of Israel, as| havetried to explain in Not
All Israel Islsrael. Heisalso The Way and The Light, just
asHesaid.

I’m fairly sure the Apostles and the Early Church
understood the Gospel message of the Hebrew Scriptures
as a series of seven messages also. One of the Christian
Gnostic writings says,

It was enough for some{to listen} to the teaching and
understand “ The Shepherds’ and “ The Seed” and
“The Building” and “ The Lamps of the Virgins’ and
“ The Wage of the Workmen” and “ The Didrachmae”
and “ The Woman.”

(The Apocryphon of James, 8)

All three of the messages | mentioned before arein
thisquotation. Themessage| havetitled“ TheHouse,” the
writer has called “The Building.” That's fairly close.
What | have titled “The Way,” he has called “The
Woman.” That's not so close. But his title refers to an-
other important parabolic image that is explained in that
message—the parabolic image of the*Harlot Woman.” |
explained a bit about that parabolic image in an article |
wrote for the January 1991 issue. [Editor: See “Is Iraq
Mystery Babylon?’] Hehascalled another message, “ The
Lampsof theVirgins.” That isan accurate representation
of thecontent of thethird messageas| understanditsofar.
It details how God used (and intends to use in these Last
Days) the Canaanite “sacred marriage” ritual as a para-
bolic pantomime to mock pious religious leaders. It also
explains what many call “The Marriage Supper of the
Lamb.”

As you may be able to deduce from the quotation,
each message in the Hebrew Scriptures explains a spe-
cific parabolic image that the Prophets used. But the in-
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formation regarding each parabolicimageisvoluminous.
Most of what | have written so far pertainsjust to thefirst
message, “The House.” Even thefirst volumein The Res-
urrection Theology Series, Not All Israel Is Israel, ex-
plains but a small part of that message. There may
ultimately be four or five volumes in the series that deal
with just that one message.

Consequently, it is ridiculous for anybody to think
they can read what the Prophets wrote and interpret the
meaning of any given passage without an understanding
of what God has donein hiding the Gospel message of Je-
sus Christ in the Hebrew Scriptures. God knows all too
well the arrogance and stubbornness that drives us. He
knew the Early Church would fail to follow His plan, just
asHeknew the sons of I srael would go astray even before
they left the Mountain of God.

That’swhy He provided a“Way” for the Gospel mes-
sage of the Hebrew Scripturesto be understood by any gen-
eration. He hid it in parables that use timeless symbols for
their parabolic imagery and simple Hebrew idioms to con-
ceal the meaning of those symbols. The seven messages of
the Hebrew Scriptures are invisible to even the most astute
scholar of the Word. That's why those who have sought to
understand it for the past two thousand years have failed.
Once the parabolic images and Hebrew idioms have been
explained, however, anyone can read the parabolic state-
ments of the Prophets and marvel at the clarity with which
they spoke concerning Jesus Christ. For example, many find
mention of the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ only in Isaiah
7:14. Yet the Hebrew Scriptures contain a complete, de-
tailed explanation of not only the circumstances of Jesus
birth, but also how those circumstances provided the basis
for God’ s redemption of mankind.

But, to get back to your question, | can only com-
ment on my own expectations. First, as far as Russia is
concerned, | wouldn't count it out. Hitler’s Third Reich
rose out of the devastation imposed on the German econ-
omy by other nations after World War |. Russiacurrently
hasno such circumstancesinflicted on her. Shestill looms
largein the final events of thisera.

In the short term, you can expect civil war to con-
tinueto spread throughout Eastern Europe and the Repub-
lics of the Soviet Union. As| said long before the current
fighting in Yugoslavia began, civil war is inevitable in
that area of the world. [Editor: See “Questions & An-
swers,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1991.] Civil war is
the order of the day until stability is imposed by force.
How and when that happens will be determined by politi-
cal and economic events just now beginning.

Secondly, the* common interpretation” of the chap-
tersyou mentioned and many other prophetic passagesin

the Old Testament will appear to be validated by future
historical events. That will happen, not because thosein-
terpretations have anything to do with the one true mean-
ing of those passages, but because God in His wisdom
plansto “put hooksinthe noses” of all those who have no
real love for the Truth.

Most “churchgoers’ are Pharisaic. They will avoid
goingtoofar astray from the Truth of the Gospel message
simply because they have a great concern for pious ap-
pearances. The force of tradition alone is sufficient to
hold them within the bounds of basic Christian Truth.
Consequently, God will allow Satan to usetheir own tra-
dition to lead them astray. They will even go asfar asto
accept theincarnation of the Antichrist asthough hewere
Jesus Christ Himself returning again. [Editor: See “Do
Y ou Believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ?’ in this issue.]
When Jesus Christ finally returns, they will be left
without excuse.

Editor: Howdoestheupcoming Middle East Peace Con-
ference fit into the scheme of the End Times? Israel
seemsreticent to make concessionson certainissues, for
example, the settlements on the West Bank and East Je-
rusalem. What would they be likely to concede in any
peace agreement?

Elijah: | seethenation of Israel stonewalling for aslong as
possible. Ultimately, themost they will allow issome sort of
Palestinian self-government in the occupied territories.
Even in that they will insist on strong Isragli involvement,
probably intandem with United Nationsparticipation. Their
short-term attempts to put off the inevitable will work
against them in the future, however. Opinion polls in the
United States are already showing reduction in support for
the nation of Israel because of their hard line. That drift will
continue, not just in the U.S., but throughout the world.

Eventually, xenophobic caution will probably
cause the very thing the Israelis most fear. The armies of
theworld that are spoken of in connection with the Battle
of Armageddon will come against the nation of Israel to
imposethewill of thenations of theworld on that country.
That’s when things will become extremely interesting.
Only those who understand the parables of Jesus will
know the Truth. AsHe said, “Behold, | have told you in
advance.” [Editor: Matt. 24:25.] Unfortunately for the
many, He spokein parableswhen He told them what they
needed to know.

Editor: Onthesubject of parables, in the past threeissuesof
the newdetter, you’ ve written articles devoted to one aspect
or another of the Old Testament parabolic message con-
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cerning Jesus Christ. You have shown how certain para-
bolic images are associated with Ancient Near Eastern
mythology. [Editor: See* ThePar abolic Pantomimesof Je-
susChrigt,” TheVoiceof Elijah, January 1991; “ Thel mage
of theKingasaTree,” TheVoiceof Elijah, April 1991; and
“The Passover Parable,” The Voice of Elijah, July 1991.]
Please make clear for our readerswhy an emphasison an-
cient Near Eastern “heathen” religionsis so important for
an understanding of the Gospel message of the Hebrew
Scriptures.

Elijah: God hatestheliesand theliarswho spread liesabout
Him. His hatred burns with such an intensity against them
that He made His Own Gospel message a mocking para-
bolic pantomime—aritual re-enactment of the first mythol-
ogy that piousreligiousleadersfoisted off ontheworld after
the Flood. The Prophetsused imagesandidiomsfromthere-
ligionsof the* heathens” around I srael becausethoseimages
and idioms were throwbacks to the earlier, one-world reli-
gion practiced at the Tower of Babel. The atavistic nature of
the Canaanitereligion madeit especially ideal for God’ suse
inthe Old Testament. Canaanitereligionwas, inlargepart, a
carryover from an older, nomadic Amoritereligion. That re-
ligion reflects the original nomadic ideas that were held by
the wandering people who first built the city of Babylon.

Editor: | understand you have begun writing an autobi-
ography. Tell us more about that.

Elijah: I've been working on severa projects simultaneoudy
for thelast year or s0. What you have mentioned isone of them.
Butitisn't really an autobiography. I’ smore of an explanation
of why | andoingwhat | am doing. | havetitledit, God Called.
I Answered. Thecalling of God hasdominated my lifefor more
than aquarter of acentury now, and | think people should have
something that explainswhy | do what | do.

It wasachallengeto recall specific events since my
calling in 1966. Just looking back over the past years has
been helpful. The more | understand about what God has
done in hiding the Gospel message in the Hebrew Scrip-
turesand what He planstodo by revealingit publicly now,
the more | realize why the Spirit has driven me constantly
for over twenty-fiveyearsto dowhat | am neither fully ca-
pable of nor naturally inclined to do.

Editor: What do you mean?

Elijah: Justthat it requires greater powers of concentration
than | have to take input from Ancient Near Eastern litera-
ture, including all the necessary passages in the Scriptures,
and perceivetheir simplest logical association. Having said

that, however, | also must admit that | realize God' s calling
onmy lifehasprovided all that isnecessary for meto accom-
plishthework He hascalled meto do. How He hasdone that
| haven't yet understood, so | can’t expect anyone else to
understand it either.

Secondly, | have always enjoyed physical |abor and
working outside. Working at a desk or computer ten to
twelvehoursaday isnot, and hasnever been, what | enjoy
most, although | must admit it is by far the most reward-
ing. Yet even now | am too easily tempted to spend time
doing things that take me away from researching or writ-
ing. That temptation has almost disappeared since |
started writing for your newsletter, however. | canfeel the
urgency of the time in which we live now that God is al-
lowing othersto hear what only the few volunteersof The
Elijah Project knew before last August.

Your readers’ positive response is a great motivator,
especially since they have heard and seen but a fraction of
what God has said in the hidden message of the Hebrew
Scriptures. That makes merealize, just as God hasindicated
in His Word, we are not alone in our love for Him and the
Truth of HisWord. Otherswill hear and believejust as Dan-
iel saidthey would 2500 yearsago. God' sWordwill accom-
plish the marvelous work He intends in these Last Days.

| have to apologize to those who are still waiting for
the publication of Not All Israel Islsrael. | have struggled
with that volumefor morethan ayear now. When | started,
| thought it would be a snap, six months at the most. I've
knowntheinformation| intended to includeinthework for
well over fifteen years. What could be easier? But the
larger it got, the more unwieldy it became and the more
slowly it progressed. Now I’mjust hoping | canfinishit so
that we can get the master to the printer by the end of Octo-
ber. If all goeswell, you should have the copiesyou need to
ship to your readers by the first of December.

| would liketo say one other thing. Jesus could have
died on the cross long before He did. Jewish leaders
would havekilled Him earlier, had they been ableto find
Him. But John tells us He left Jerusalem to avoid them.
[Editor: John 11:53-12:1.] Jesuscarefully chosethetime,
the place, and the circumstances of Hisdeath. Hereturned
to Jerusalem and let them kill Him as the Passover Lamb
in an elaborately planned parabolic pantomime God had
already described in the Prophets. The same concern for
timing applies now with regard to the parabolic panto-
mime of “Elijah” bringing the “rain.” There are lots of
things| would have donelong ago but couldn’t becauseit
was not in God’s time. To those who hear and believe, |
say but one thing: Be patient. God has aplan. All He re-
quires is belief anchored in the Old Testament Gospel
message of Jesus Christ. H
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Do You Believe?
From Page 5

Paul’s statement is true. But what
evidence and convincing arguments
brought the Believer to that point of con-
fession and belief? Those are the essen-
tials of faith (belief) that concerned the
Early Church. [See “The Demons Also
Believe. (Poor Devild!)” in thisissue]

The use of theterm Lord in the pas-
sage above is specific. Paul says you
must “confess Jesus as Lord” and be-
lievein Hisresurrection. Included in his
use of the one term Lord, however, are
all theimplications of the fact that Jesus
isthe Christ. He isthe Messiah. That is
themessagethe Early Church preached:

And every day, in the temple and
from house to house, they kept right
on teaching and preaching Jesus
{as} the Chrigt.

(Acts 5:42)

those hearing him continued to be
amazed, and were saying, “Is this
not he who in Jerusalem destroyed
those who called on this name, and
{who} had comeherefor the purpose
of bringing them bound before the
chief priests?” But Saul kept in-
creasing in strength and confound-
ing the Jews who lived at Damascus
by proving that this {Jesus} is the
Chrigt.

(Acts 9:19b-22)

When God called Paul, He commis-
sioned him as the Apostle to the Gen-
tiles. Nevertheless, it was Paul’ s custom
topreachfirst totheJewsinevery city he
visited. In doing so, he used their own
Scriptures—what are normally called
“the Old Testament” and what | call “the
Hebrew Scriptures’—as evidence to
persuade them to believe:

Now when they had traveled through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they

“The Early Church’sreliance on the Old
Testament standsin stark contrast to therole the
Old Testament playsin the Church today.”

There is no difference in meaning
between the two terms Christ and Mes-
siah. Christ is a trangdliteration of the
Greek word christos, Messiahisatrans-
literation of the Hebrew word mashiach.
Both words mean “anointed.” The ques-
tionis, “Anointed by whom? Anointed
for what?’ The Gospel message answers
those questions and much more. The
source of that Gospel also contains the
evidence that persuaded Early Church
Believersto believe.

The missionaries of the Early
Church sought to prove to unbelievers
that Jesuswasthe Messiah. Luketellsus
that, after Saul’ s conversion on the road
to Damascus, he immediately began
preaching. Notice what he says:

Now for several dayshewaswiththe
disciples who were at Damascus,
and immediately he {began} to pro-
claim Jesus in the synagogues, say-
ing, “ Heisthe Son of God.” And all

came to Thessalonica, where there
was a synagogue of the Jews. And
according to Paul’ s custom, he went
to them, and for three Sabbathsrea-
soned with them from the Scrip-
tures, explaining and giving
evidence that the Christ had to suf-
fer and rise again from the dead,
and {saying}, “ This Jesus whom |
am proclaiming to you is the
Chrig.” And some of them were
persuaded and joined Paul and
Slas, along with agreat multitude of
the God-fearing Greeks and a num-
ber of the leading women.

(Acts 17:1-4)

Those who believed did so because
of the evidence they heard presented
from the Hebrew Scriptures. Therefore,
Lukeincludedinhiswork anaccount de-
scribing the important role of the He-
brew Scripturesin convincing Believers
of the Truth of the Gospel message:

“Christian theology
comes mainly from
statements found in the

New Testament.”

And the brethren immediately sent
Paul and Slas away by night to
Berea; and when they arrived, they
went into the synagogue of the Jews.
Now these were more noble-minded
than those in Thessalonica, for they
received the word with great eager-
ness, examining the Scriptures
daily, {to see} whether these things
were s0. Many of themtherefore be-
lieved, along with a number of prom-
inent Greek women and men.

(Acts 17:10-12)

It is apparent that these Early
Church Believers were convinced by a
coherent body of evidenceinthe Hebrew
Scriptures. The Apostles used this evi-
dence to prove to unbelieversthat Jesus
was the Messiah. The message of the
Hebrew Scriptures they understood was
so detailed, in fact, that they even used it
to win public debates with the Jews:

Now a certain Jew named Apollos,
an Alexandrian by birth, an €loquent
man, came to Ephesus; and he was
mighty in the Scriptures. This man
had beeninstructed intheway of the
Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he
was speaking and teaching accu-
rately the things concerning Jesus,
being acquainted only with the bap-
tism of John; and he began to speak
out boldly in the synagogue. But
when Priscilla and Aquila heard
him, they took him aside and ex-
plained to himthe way of God more
accurately. And when he wanted to
goacrossto Achaia, thebrethrenen-
couraged himand wroteto the disci-
ples to welcome him; and when he
had arrived, he helped greatly those
who had believed through grace; for
he powerfully refuted the Jews in
public, demongtrating by the Scrip-
turesthat Jesuswas the Chrigt.
(Acts 18:24-28)
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The Gospel of Truth

Contrary to common belief, the New
Testament’'s message is mainly supple-
mentary. God inspired the authors of the
New Testament to produce their writings
asevidencethat He had fulfilled the things
He promised in the Gospel message of the
Hebrew Scriptures, just as Peter says.

“But the things which God an-
nounced beforehand by the mouth of
all the prophets, that His Christ
should suffer, Hehasthusfulfilled.”
(Acts 3:18)

TheNew Testament, therefore, con-
tains only the conclusion to the Gospel
message. But there should be no doubt
that the Gospel the Apostles preached
can befound asadetailed promisesome-
wherein the Old Testament:

Paul, abond-servant of Christ Jesus,
called {as} an apostle, set apart for
the gospel of God, which He prom-
ised beforehand through His
prophets in the holy Scriptures,
(Romans 1:1-2)

The Early Church’s reliance on the
Old Testament standsin stark contrast to
the role the Old Testament plays in the
Church today. Many Christiansread only
the New Testament if they read the Bible
at al. Most of the sermons one hears are
based on New Testament texts that were
originaly written in Greek. That is not
surprising, since the ministers preaching
the sermons were probably educated at
seminaries that place far more emphasis
onamastery of the Greek of theNew Tes-
tament than the Hebrew of the Old.

That emphasisisalso understandable.
Chrigtian theology comes mainly from
statements found in the New Testament.
Withfew exceptions, the Church finds The
Teaching concerning Jesus Christ only in
those Old Testament passages that are
quoted in the New Testament. But even
then, an understanding of what the writer
meant by those quotations has long since
been logt.

Christian scholars working in the
area of biblical theology cannot agree

A Long and Checkered History

The Churchtoday isfractured and splintered beyond any hope of recon-
ciliation. The Protestant Church has, since the Reformation, become a ludi-
crous caricature and the absolute antithesis of “the unity of the faith”
envisioned by the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:13. The Roman Catholic
Church, by and large, remains one umbrella, sheltering various individual
movements, but still retaining the fagade of “onefaith.” Thereare, for exam-
ple, still many priestsin Latin and South American countriesfirmly commit-
ted to the concept of “Liberation Theology.” Among their ranks they count
the now-deposed President of Haiti, Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

There is atendency among Protestants to regard the Roman Catholic
Church as only gradually degenerating into the indulgence-selling,
iron-fisted monstrosity against which Martin Luther stood firmin hisconvic-
tion that salvation came solely by faith. (See “The Authority of Scripture,”
The Voice of Elijah, January 1991.) That is hardly the case. A study of the
history of the Christian Church during the “catholic” era discloses an
ebb-and-flow pattern of serious misadventuresinto superstition, mysticism,
and sensuality; hardly the kind of stuff any devout Christian would hasten to
defend. That’ swhy Protestants, L uther being the first, appeal to the writings
of Augustine. He offers amuch more untarnished spiritual basis on which to
build. Hence, Protestantstend to gloss over thefact that the Christian Church
existed in aserious state of limbo for over athousand years between thetime
of Augustine and the time of the Reformation.

Protestants read the writings of St. Augustine because he agrees with
Luther. He should, because L uther got from him the notion to pay more atten-
tion to the concept of salvation by faith. But nobody pays much attention to
whether the Church might have strayed from the straight-and-narrow before
the time of Augustine.

Nearly four hundred years of Church history preceded Augustine's go at
the definitivelast word. That provided lots of timefor all sortsof egocentric cre-
ativity. Modern contrivances have nothing on these early fabrications. Today we
call them cults. Mormonism, Jehovah’' s Witnesses, and Christian Scienceareall
widely recognized as deviationsfrom Christian Truth; and the Church can easily
identify them as such. How? By looking back at the decisions of the various
Councils of the Church that were assembled before Augustine.

During the formative years of Christianity, such deviations from the
Truth would have begun asjust another segment of Christianity, asasect. At
that time, it took the decree of a Church Council to determine whether some-
thing was heresy. Once decided, however, the Council’s decision classified
as heretical anyone who believed otherwise on a particular issue; and the
Church excommunicated heretics.

The Church Councils made decrees concerning the nature of the Trin-
ity, the nature of Jesus Christ, and the nature of man. In some cases—for
example, the Synod of Orange regarding predestination—a Church Council
refused to make a definitive statement.

The lesson to belearned from the actions taken by these Early Church lead-
ersisobvious: Historic Chrigtianity hasheld from the outset that what one believes
is absolutely essential to salvation. For one to believe otherwise is contrary not
only to the evidence to be found in the New Testament, but a so to the message of
the Old Testament and historic Christian belief. Bl
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“Itisnot surprising, therefore, that the Gospel Paul preached agreed with
what the other Apostles preached. They gained their understanding
of the Gospel message by revelation just as he did.”

on how the Old Testament relatesto the
New Testament. Most see no easily de-
finable connection between the two
Testaments. Therefore, they relegate
the Old Testament to abygoneera, rely-
ing on the New Testament for their
knowledge of the Gospel message. For
most, the Old Testament merely pro-
vides background material.

The Hidden Gospdl
Revealed

The confusion in the Church today
regarding the Gospel message would
have been completely foreign to the
Apostles. The New Testament had not
yet been written. So they had no other
sourceof evidenceto confirmthe Gospel
they preached. Their evidencewasinthe
Hebrew Scriptures, and they knew it
contained but one Gospel message.

In thefirst two chapters of Gaatians,
Paul argues that the Gospel he preached
differed not at al fromthat preached by the
other Apostles. He beginshisargument by
warning his readers against anyone who
preached a different “gospel”:

there are some who are disturbing
you, and want to distort the gospel of
Christ. But even though we, or an
angel from heaven, should preachto
you a gospel contrary to that which
we have preached to you, let himbe
accursed. Aswe have said before, so
| say again now, if any man is

“The Gospel message
of the Hebrew
Scriptures had been
hidden there long
before before the First
Advent of Jesus
Christ.”

preaching to you a gospel contrary
to that which you received, let him
be accursed.

(Galatians 1: 7b-9)

Paul continuesby saying he eventu-
ally went up (fourteen years after hewas
called) to meet withthe Apostlesin Jeru-
salem. At that time he “submitted to
them the Gospel which | preach among
the Gentiles’ (Gal. 2:2). Those Apostles
agreed that Paul’s Gospel was exactly
the same as their own. Paul informs us
they accepted him as the Apostle to the
Gentiles because of this. But he stead-
fastly maintains he did not obtain the
Gospel he preached from them:

But fromthosewhowereof high rep-
utation (what they weremakesno dif-
ference to me; God shows no
partiality)—well, those who were of
reputation contributed nothing to
me. But onthe contrary, seeing that |
had been entrusted with the gospel to
theuncircumcised, just asPeter {had
been} to the circumcised (for Hewho
effectually worked for Peter in {his}
apogtleship to the circumcised effec-
tually worked for mealsotothe Gen-
tiles), and recognizing the grace that
had been given to me, James and
Cephas and John, who were reputed
to be pillars, gave to me and Barna-
bastheright hand of fellowship, that
we {might go} to the Gentiles, and
they to the circumcised.

(Galatians 2:6-9)

How did Paul gain his understand-
ing of the Gospel messageif hedidn’t get
it from someone else? By revelation:

For 1 would have you know, breth-
ren, that the gospel which was
preached by meis not according to
man. For | neither received it from
man, nor was | taught it, but {I re-
ceivedit} through arevelation of Je-
sus Christ.

(Galatians 1:11-12)

It isnot surprising, therefore, that the
Gospel Paul preached agreed with what
the other Apostles preached. They gained
their understanding of the Gospel message
by revelation just as he did. (See “Where
Are Jesus Disciples?” The Voice of Eli-
jah, April 1991.) So everyone got it from
the same source—from Jesus Christ.

One simple fact made revelation of
the Gospel message necessary. Paul
stressesit several timesin hisletters: The
Gospel message of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures had been hidden there long before
the First Advent of Jesus Christ. (See
“Jesus Talks About The Mystery,” The
Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)

“Christian scholars
working in the area of
biblical theology
cannot agree on how
the Old Testament
relates to the New

Testament.”

Paul mentions the Gospel message
hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures in his
letter to the Ephesians. He also reiterates
hisclaimthat he attained hisunderstand-
ing of that Gospel messagethroughreve-
lation. Then he calls the Gospel “the
mystery of Christ” and points out that it
also had been revealed to al the other
“apostles and prophets’:

For thisreason |, Paul, the prisoner
of Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles— if indeed you have heard
of the stewardship of God's grace
which was given to me for you; that
by revelation therewasmadeknown
to methe mystery, as | wrote before
in brief. And by referring to this,
when you read you can understand
myingghtintothemystery of Christ,
which in other generations was not
made known to the sons of men, asit
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“The Church today no longer understands all the
details of the Gospel message that Paul and the
Early Church leaders preached.”

has now been revealed to His holy
apostles and prophetsin the Spirit.
(Ephesians 3:1-5)

Paul goesoninthat letter to confirm
why the Gospel hadto berevealed. It had
“been hidden.” He saysit was:

themysterywhich for ageshasbeen
hidden in God,
(Ephesians 3:9b)

Later inthe sameletter, he mentions
“The Mystery” again when he asks the
Ephesiansto:

{pray} on my behalf, that utterance
may be given to mein the opening of
my mouth, to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel.

(Ephesians 6:19b)

Paul also identifies the Gospel as
“The Mystery” in his letter to the
Romans. From this text we learn that
Paul believed the Gospel he preached
had “ been kept secret for long ages past,
but now is manifested”:

Now to Himwho isable to establish
you according to my gospel and the
preaching of JesusChrist, according
to the revelation of the mystery
which hasbeen kept secret for long
ages past, but now is manifested,
and by the Scripturesof theprophets,
according to the commandment of
the eternal God, has been made
knownto all thenations, {leading} to
obedience of faith;

(Romans 16:25-26)

Again, inhisletter to the Colossians
he refers to the Gospel message as “the
mystery which has been hidden”:

Of {thischurch} | wasmadeaminis-
ter according to the stewardship
from God bestowed on me for your
benefit, that | might fully carry out
the {preaching of} the word of God,
{that is}, the mystery which has
been hidden from the {past} ages
and generations; but has now been
manifested to His saints, to whom

God willed to make known what is
therichesof theglory of thismystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory.
(Colossans 1:25-27)

This passage parallels the quotation
above from Paul’s letter to the Ephe-
sians. But here he changed the phrase
“revealed to His holy apostles and
prophets’ to the more general statement,
“manifested to His saints.” That change
reflects the fact that the leaders of the
Early Church gainedtheir understanding
of the Gospel by revelation. Theaverage
Believer, however, gained his under-
standing of that message only through
the ministry of the Church leaders.

Finaly, in his first letter to the Co-
rinthians, Paul compares the wisdom of
the Gospel messageto thewisdom of the
world. He again mentions “The Mys-
tery” of the Gospel:

And my message and my preaching
were not in persuasive words of wis-

dom, but in demonstration of the
Soirit and of power, that your faith
should not rest onthewisdomof men,
but on the power of God. Yet we do

Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) “The Creation of Adam,”
Conservative Christianity appears to have fallen for one of the oldest
ruses in the book. While Believers have been distracted by the issue of
evolution vs. creation, the master of all pickpockets has lifted their spiri-
tual wallet. One could conclude from the current state of affairs that the
touchstone of historic Christian belief is belief in the Creation Account.
The tacit understanding of the layperson in conservative circles is, “be-
lieve anything you will, but you cannot believe in evolution.”

While evolution was becoming the single most important battle in
the conflict, conservatives lost sight of why they engaged in the conflict.
Defense of historic Christian doctrine was the original reason for the con-
servatives’ dispute with advocates of evolution. To have faith did not
simply mean that you believed in the Bible as the inspired Word of God.
It meant that you believed the Gospel message of the Scriptures. Re-
cent decades have seen increased concern for peripheral issues and a
corresponding diminishment of concern for eternal truths. W
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“God hasfar greater things planned for the Redeemed of the Lord in the
coming days than one would have ever imagined.... Paul infers,
however, that scofferswill dismissit asridiculous.”

speak wisdom among those who are pel message—salvationby faith (belief). | Christian faith (belief); but that, too, is

mature; a wisdom, however, not of
thisage, nor of therulers of thisage,
who are passing away; but we speak
God' swisdom in a mystery, the hid-
den {wisdom}, which God predes-
tined before the ages to our glory;
{thewisdom} which none of therul-
ersof thisage has understood; for if
they had under stood it, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory.

(1 Corinthians 2:4-8)

The Hidden Gospel
Restored

The Church today no longer under-
stands all the details of the Old Testa-
ment Gospel message that Paul and the
other Early Church leaders preached.
The Early Church lost its understanding
of most of that Gospel message during
the doctrina controversies that tore the
Church asunder soon after the Apostles
died. (See “Where Are Jesus' Disci-
ples?’ TheVoiceof Elijah, April 1991.)

The only insight into the Gospel
message available to the Church in the
intervening years has been its bare out-
linesasrevealed in scattered mentionsin
the New Testament. But God will soon
change all that.

TheNew Testament referencesto the
Old Testament Gospel message are but a
few tidbitsof anincredibly detailed expla-
nation of God' spurposein Hisincarnation
asJesus Chrigt, theMessiah of Israel. That
is, the Hebrew Scriptures explain exactly
what God intended to accomplish through
the Person and work of Jesus Christ.

By the grace of God, the Church has
always had enough of the Gospel mes-
sage for one to be saved. Less than five
hundred years ago, however, the
Protestant Reformation reclaimed an
important part of the Truth by throwing
back the heavy vell that for centurieshad
obscured themost basic tenet of the Gos-

(See “The Authority of Scripture,” The
Voice of Elijah, January 1991.) Since
then, the vitality of Christian faith (be-
lief) has shown itself in the life of
Protestant Believerstime and again.

Y et the total power of faith (belief)
to liberate has been held in check by the
seven sealsthat have sealed the Old Tes-
tament Gospel message. (See“ Did Jesus
LeaveaWill?’ TheVoiceof Elijah, July
1991.) That message has remained hid-
den according to God's eternal plan,
awaiting the End of the Age. But it will
soon become available to all who will
listen, providing nourishment so that
faith (belief) may grow again to full
strength in the “hearts” of Believers ev-
erywhere.

In the wisdom of God, the Gospel
message of the Hebrew Scriptures
agrees completely with the tenets of
“fundamentalist” Protestantism. In this
way He has managed to invalidate the
“cultic” label that false teachers in the
Church will inevitably apply to The
Teaching. Of al the doctrines taught in
the various segments of Christianity,
“fundamentalist” beliefs most closely
represent historic Christian beliefs.

The Gospel message hidden in the
Hebrew Scriptures provides compelling
evidence and convincing arguments that
Jesus Chrigt, the incarnate Son of God,
came asthe Messiah of Israel. And only a
complete understanding of that message
will produceinvinciblefaith (belief) inthe
Believer. Before now, such faith (belief)
was not required for one to persevere in

“Thetrue Churchis
scattered today
throughout the world,
among the various
segments of the
Christian Church.”

about to change.

Thebeginning of theEndisupon us.
The time for the “restoration of all
things’ has arrived. The Apostle Peter
affirms it must be so before the End of
the Age:

Repent therefore and return, that
your sins may be wiped away, in or-
der that timesof refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord; and
that He may send Jesus, the Chrigt
appointed for you, whom heaven
must receiveuntil {the} period of res-
toration of all things about which
God spoke by the mouth of His holy
prophets from ancient time.

(Acts 3:19-21)

Jesus also told His Apostles to ex-
pect the same “restoration of all
things.” In so doing, He referred to the
parabolicimage under which thisminis-
try will fulfill its divine calling:

And Hisdisciplesasked Him, saying,
“Why then do the scribes say that
Elijah must comefirst?” AndHean-
swered and said, “ Elijah is coming
and will restore all things.”
(Matthew 17:10-11)

That time is now. The restoration
of The Teaching comesfirst because it
provides the basis for rock-solid faith
(belief) in the True Believer. It is es-
sential that The Teaching of Jesus
Christ once again becomes the vitality
that energizes saving faith (belief).
True Believers will use The Teaching
to prepare to meet their Lord in the pu-
rity of holiness that the Apostle Paul
envisioned long ago:

Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself up for her; that He
might sanctify her, having cleansed
her by the washing of water with the
word, that He might present to Hinm+
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sdf the churchin all her glory, hav-
ing no spot or wrinkle or any such
thing; but that she should be holy
and blameless.

(Ephesians 5:25-27)

Other restorative events are sure to
follow asthe Spirit of God worksto pre-
pare His Church for the Return of Jesus
Christ. God will work through each one
of them to accomplish His will in and
through those who believe.

“I'n the wisdom of God,
the Gospel message
of the Hebrew
Scriptures agrees
completely with the
tenets of ‘fundamental-

ist’ Protestantism.”

The true Church is scattered today
throughout theworld, among thevarious
segments of the Christian Church. Most
of these True Believershavefew, if any,
around them who could comprehend the
profound emotional significancethey at-
tach to their relationship to God. But
you, if you are one of those for whom
this message is intended, have already
begun to redlize that. Y ou will have felt
the stirring within you as you have read
this newsletter. You somehow know
what you have read is true because the
Spirit of God within you has testified to
that Truth.

Know this also. God hasfar greater
things planned for the Redeemed of the
Lord in the coming daysthan onewould
have ever imagined. The Apostle Paul
referred to it as something that could
have been accomplished in his own day.
But it did not happen then. It will happen
now. Paul infers, however, that scoffers
will dismissit asridiculous:

“Take heed therefore, so that the
thing spoken of in the Prophets may
not come upon {yout}:

‘BEHOLD, YOU SCOFFERS AND MAR-
VEL, AND PERISH; FOR | AM ACCOM-
PLISHING A WORK IN YOUR DAYS A

WORK WHICH YOU WILL NEVER BE-
LIEVE, THOUGH SOMEONE SHOULD
DESCRIBE IT TO YOU."”

(Acts 13:40-41)

The Churchtoday isfilled with Pre-
tenders whose sole reason for being
thereisthat they were invited to Sunday
School. They have never had a personal
encounter with the Living God. They
have no interest in Jesus Christ and
would certainly have no real interest in
what you find written here. They seethe
local church solely as a place for social
gathering.

There are othersin the Church who
began with a sincere desire to know and
follow God. Thesehavelong sincegiven
up that quest. Perhaps they have been
tainted by the presence of the multitude
introduced to the Church without a
proper introduction to God. Paul also
speaks concerning them:

But the Spirit explicitly says that in
later timessomewill fall away from
thefaith, paying attention to deceit-
ful spirits and doctrines of demons,
by means of the hypocrisy of liars
seared in their own conscience as
withabrandingiron, {men} whofor-
bid marriage {and advocate} ab-
staining from foods, which God has
created to be gratefully shared in by
those who believe and know the
truth.

(1 Timothy 4:1-3)

The great apostasy of the Churchis
nearly complete. You can now see the
charlatans and Pretenders in the media
every day, disseminating their own
thoughts and ideas, and insisting God is
speaking through them. Don’t be con-
cerned. This secularization of the
Church must take place first, just as
Jesus said:

And at that time many will fall away
and will deliver up one another and
hate one another. And many false
prophetswill arise, and will midead
many. And because lamlessness is
increased, most people’s love will
grow cold. But the onewho endures
to the end, he shall be saved. And

Hans Memling, (1430/40-1494)
“The Last Judgment.”
The wrath of God is not a favorite topic

with this generation of Christians. Out of
sight and out of mind, hell is still a reality, but
one that confronts the soul only after it is too
late to do anything to avoid it. Christians to-
day seem unconcerned that Jesus said only
a few would be saved and that:
“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out demons, and in
Your name perform many miracles?’ And
then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE
LAWLESSNESS.” (Matt. 7:22-23)

The only thing that stands between any
individual and that horrific place is faith—be-
liefin Jesus Christ derived from a knowledge
of the Gospel message. B
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“Thereisa great delusion coming, onethat will leave all but the strongest
believing a lie. The Gospel message hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures
will soon become essential for True Believers

to sustain their faith (belief).”

this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in the whole world for a
witness to all the nations, and then
the end shall come.

(Matthew 24:10-14)

The words “deliver up one another
and hate one another” evoke memories
of recent legal proceedings and prison
terms stemming from accusations be-
tween television ministers, don't they?
What has happened so far is nothing
compared to what isto come. If the most
visible leaders of the Church are in-
volved in such things, just imagine what
ordinary ministers must be doing!

It is obvious to al True Believers
that Jesus Christ will soon return. But al
who believe the Gospel now will not, as
Jesussaid, “enduretotheend.” Thereisa
great delusion coming, one that will
leaveall but thestrongest believingalie.

The Gospel message hidden in the
Hebrew Scriptureswill soon become es-

strains him now, so that in histime
he may berevealed. For the mystery
of lawlessness is already at work;
only he who now restrains {will do
so} until heis taken out of the way.
And then that lawlessonewill bere-
vealed whomthe Lord will day with
the breath of Hismouth and bring to
an end by the appearance of His
coming; {that is}, the one whose
coming isin accord with the activity
of Satan, with all power and signs
and false wonders, and with all the
deception of wickedness for those
who perish, becausethey did notre-
ceivetheloveof thetruth soasto be
saved. And for this reason God will
send upon them a deluding influ-
encesothat they might believewhat
isfalse, inorder that they all may be
judged who did not believe the
truth, but took pleasure in wicked-
ness.

(2 Thessalonians 2:3-12)

“The Antichrist will appear only after the
occurrence of specific historical events that false
teachers have been proclaiming for some time.”

sential for True Believersto sustaintheir
faith (belief). Itisthesoleremaining bul-
wark that will stand against the delusion
that is to come. Paul speaks of these
eventsinhisletter tothe Thessalonians:

Let no one in any way deceive you,
for {it will not come} unless the
apostasy comes first, and the man
of lawlessnessisreveal ed, the son of
destruction, who opposes and exalts
himself above every so-called god or
object of worship, so that he takes
his seat in the temple of God, dis-
playing himself as being God. Do
you not remember that while | was
till with you, | wastdlling you these
things? And you know what re-

In thisone passage, Paul refersto the
apostasy of the Church, the delusion, the
public restoration of the Truth, and the
coming of the Antichrist. Together, these
provide the way in which God intends to
“gather out” of His Church al unbeliev-
ersand “gather in” True Believers (Matt.
13:24-30). He will publicly reved those
who “ did not receivetheloveof thetruth”
so they have no excuse at His Coming.

The Antichrist will provide all the
supernatural signs and wondersthat one
would expect of theincarnate God, Jesus
Christ. When he appears, those who do
not understand the Gospel message of
the Hebrew Scriptureswill accept himas
Jesus Christ Himself! That is why Paul
wrote, “ hetakes his seat in the temple of

God, displaying himself asbeing God.”
Itisalsothereason Jesuswarned against
the appearance of “false Christs’ that
would “mislead, if possible, even the
elect”:

And unless those days had been cut
short, nolifewould have been saved,;
but for the sake of the dect those
days shall be cut short. Then if
anyone saysto you, ‘Behold, hereis
theChrist,” or ‘ There{Heis},” donot
believe{him}. For false Christsand
false prophets will arise and will
showgreat sgnsandwonders, soas
to midead, if possible, even the
elect. Behold, | havetold you in ad-
vance.

(Matthew 24:22-25)

The final delusion has aready be-
gun. Initsfirst stage, certain eventswill
appear to validate specific lies the
Church believesregarding the Return of
Jesus Christ. That is, the Antichrist will
appear only after the occurrence of spe-
cific historical events that false teachers
have been proclaiming for some time.

Beforethe Antichrist appears, | will
make a complete explanation of thefirst
sealed message of theHebrew Scriptures
availableto all who careto listen. Some
who hear will believe, and do what is
necessary to prepare themselves for the
appearance of the Antichrist. But most
will not even bother to listen, much less
believe. Paul aso mentionswhy that is:

For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
{wanting} to have their earstickied,
they will accumulate for themselves
teachersin accordance to their own
desires, and will turn away their
ears from the truth, and will turn
aside to myths.

(2 Timothy 4:3-4)

L et the reader understand. W
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with us and make this ministry your own? Everybody

can do something. Some can do more than others.

The Word of God is easier to memorize when it has
Please do what you can:

been set to music. That’s why The Elijah Project has
taken key passages from the Prophets and the Psalms,
e Prqy for our work. combined them with catchy melodies, and produced

Scripture Songs, Volumes 1 & 2. Not only will they
w Tell others. keep a song in your heart, they will help you hide the

= Give a gift subscription Word of God away also.
to a friend.

Give Not All Israel Is Israel
to a friend.

Give a one-time gift.

Become a Monthly
Contributor.

o _ e Thy Word have I hid in mine heart,
Time is short. Much remains to be done. Please )27 That I might not sin against Thee.

stand with us in this ministry. Contributions are — Psalm 119:11
tax-deductible. 100% of all contributions go to out-
reach. No salaries are paid.

To Order, use the Order Form

Where Did That Come From?

+ How did the novel notion that God loves everybody find its Fundamentalism

way into fundamentalist beliefs? NEYS
< Where did Dispensationalism originate? American Culture
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+ How did Fundamentalism become identified with
ignorance and narrow-mindedness?

<+ What did William Jennings Bryan, former Democratic Party
leader, presidential candidate, and Secretary of State for
Woodrow Wilson, contributeto thefundamentalistimage?

George M. Mapsden

Do you consider yourself a Christian Fundamentalist? Have you ever wondered where some of the fundamen-
talist doctrinescamefrom? Areyou starting to think some of what you’ ve been taught needsto bevalidated? If
S0, Fundamentalism and American Culture: The Shaping of Twentieth-Century Evangelicalism, 1870—1925
by George Marsden will answer many of the questions you might have about the roots of your beliefs.
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Who is Israel?

According to Scripture, Israel is the descendants
of Jacob, heir to God’s promise to the patriarchs,
Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob. But did you
know that Scripture also says an
individual could be “cut off from”
Israel?

Today, the nation of Israel—the Jews living
in the land occupied by biblical Israel—
claim to be Israel, heirs to the promises
God gave to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
But are they really?

What if all Israel was “cut off?”

John the Baptist warned it could happen. (Matt. 3:10)
The Apostle Paul said it did happen. (Rom. 11:11-24)

Here for the first time ever, in simple, easy-to-read English, one book finally explains
this intricate message of Scripture hidden for so long in the Hebrew idiom. Read and
discover for yourself how Not All Israel Is Israel.

To Order, use the Order Form






